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1.0 Introduction and Scope of Report

This report has been commissioned by the Franklin District Council.

The brief is as follows:

PART 1 - Conduct a Heritage Architectural Assessment including:

* An architectural assessment of the Pukekohe Railway Station which includes a
structural condition assessment. This includes the existing wooden and steel
components.

* Assessment of modifications to date on the station compared with the original design of
the building.

* Assessment of the building in relation to the railway platforms

* Identification of particular heritage features and modern additions which have been
undertaken on the building.

* Identify the feasibility of relocating the train station and upgrade to an operative
standard (NB: not necessarily as a railway station).

PART 2 - Conduct a Heritage Assessment in relation to:
* Heritage design and significance of the Pukekohe Railway station
* Number of similar design rail stations remaining in New Zealand.

In general terms the brief reverses usual order for considering places of heritage value. In the
conservation plan methodology the history of a place and the surviving evidence of that history
is established first in order to determine the heritage value of that place. This section of the
conservation plan is generally called Cultural Significance.

Following this matters that may have an effect on the care of the place are discussed. This
section is generally called Conservation Policy and includes discussion of condition and future
use. This report uses the conservation plan methodology and thus Part 2 is considered before
Part 1, as Part 2 establishes the heritage value of the station and Part A requires consideration
of matters that may affect the heritage value of this place. The discussion of modifications to



the station (items 2 + 4 of Part 1) is considered as part of the Cultural Significance section of
this report.
The following process has been undertaken;

A survey of the site including measuring the existing building wherever access was
possible. The condition of the building was noted during this survey.

* A site survey was also undertaken at that time by structural engineer Steven Lough of
Lough Downey Ltd. (Appendix 4.4)

* Research at public archives in particular at National Archives to find documentary
records of the station.

» Site visits to other surviving early period stations of similar scale in Auckland for
comparative purposes.

Legal Status - The Pukekohe Railway Station is owned by the Auckland Regional Transport
Authority. The land is owned by ONTRACK.

The address is Station Road, Pukekohe 2120.

The Pukekohe Railway Station is an island Station, that is a station with tracks running down
both sides of the platform. It is on the Eastern side of Pukekohe Township and is accessed by
a pedestrian over bridge from Station Road.

The building was constructed at the end of 1912 to replace an earlier station building. It was
built to a typical Class B Troup era station plan. It is a long narrow compartmentalized gable
building set parallel to the railway lines.

The platform was originally only on the western side of the building. The station was double
tracked in 1931 and at that time building was extended to the north and a new cantilevered
canopy was added on the eastern side.

The New Zealand Railway Heritage Trust has registered the building as a Category B building.
A copy of the registration is appended to this report.

The building is not listed on the Heritage Register of the District plan and it is not classified by
the New Zealand Historic Places Trust.

This report has been carried out in accordance with the methodologies set out in James
Semple Kerr's document “The Conservation Plan” and in accordance with the principles of the
NZ ICOMOS Charter. However this document is not a full conservation plan, it is a heritage
assessment intended to answer the brief.



2.0 Description of the Station + Site

Setting

The main trunk railway runs through the eastern side of Pukekohe Township. It is just to the
side of the commercial centre. There is a broad area of rail yards between the town centre
and the main tracks. The Pukekohe Railway Station is on the eastern side of the tracks. Itis
sited on an island platform between north and south bound tracks. It is accessed by
pedestrian over bridge from Station Road,

Land for the Pukekohe Railway Station was purchased in 1873 and the first station was
constructed in 1874. The railway was a catalyst for the growth of the area and remains
important to Pukekohe. The station represents this relationship. The existing Pukekohe
Station was constructed in 1912 to replace the previous Vogel era station. The original station
was retained as a goods shed.

The existing station does not have a direct relationship with the township because of its
location across the lines and across the rail yards. The walk from the town centre to the
station is not difficult, a walk across the bridge up to the eastern side of town then an amble
down the side of the railway to the station. It is not a well marked path and the environment
does not indicate that the railway either was or is a primary form of transport to and from the
area.

The general development down the side of the track and in the area of the station does not
deliver a quality urban experience. There is a pathway down the side of the tracks to the
station but it is not given any emphasis as part of the townscape and the development to the
side of the pathway does not encourage use.

For vehicle access there is a parking area on Station Road adjoining the station. The tracks
and the station are below the road. At the time of our visit the pedestrian over bridge was
closed for repair. A temporary bridge of scaffold piping had been erected close to the station.
The station building is a long rectangular gabled structure with covered areas on each side
over the platforms.



Station

The station building itself is a timber framed structure with generous stud height. The
canopies are supported by a steel structure made from Railway track sections, typical of this
type of station. The roof is of corrugated iron with galvanised flashings and internal guttering.
The spouting is now PVC. The walls are clad in shiplap weatherboards with wide facings to
openings and corners. The soffits are tongued + grooved boards. There is a large bevelled
baseboard running around the perimeter of the walls at floor level. The joinery is double hung
timber joinery with divided lights. The earliest windows have finer glazing bars. There are two
louvered openings into the toilet area and three fixed windows in the southern end wall.

The doors are a mixture of double width openings and single doors. The doors are panelled
timber doors. The floor of the building is wide Kauri boards running the length of the building.
The interior walls are vertical tongue + groove. The ceilings are also tongue + groove. The
skirtings and architraves are moulded boards on the early sections of the building, with wide
bevelled boards on the later extensions or alterations.

The west canopy is formed by arched railway track sections that support an exposed timber
structure. This canopy is an uneven gable. The steel supports are at roughly even centres
and are doubled on the track side finishing in a conical concrete encasement at platform level.
The steel structure creates an arcaded verandah facing the track.

The effect of the canopy forming an outdoor room is emphasised by the semi-enclosure of the
area at each end where the exterior walls of the station building extend out across the
platform. The canopy on the eastern side is a cantilevered structure formed by timber framing
supported by steel track section. The cantilevered sections on each side are finished with a
scalloped board skirting that is typical of railway stations of this period.

The platform is solid with poured concrete edges. The surface is tar sealed. Over time the
seal has been built up and it is now up to the level of the station floor. Timber decks have
been built along the platform edge on both sides to allow for a level transition between the
carriages and the platform.



Pukekohe Township,

Burgess & Treep 2010

Heritage footbridge providing access to Pukekohe station from Station Road

Burgess & Treep 2010



Station Exterior, Eastern Elevation

Burgess & Treep 2010

Station Exterior, Northern Elevation

Burgess & Treep 2010



3.0 General History of Railway Stations in New Zealand

Most of New Zealands early settlers from Britain would...have come here with some firsthand
knowledge of the railway and its tremendous advantages as a means of transport." The first
railway in Canterbury to connect Christchurch to Lyttleton, opened in 1863. Railway lines from
Invercargill to Bluff opened in 1867, Dunedin and Port Chalmers 1872 and Lyttleton connected
in 1867 with the first passenger train and about 500 passengers in December 18672

From 1870 under Julius Vogel, Railway development became one of the great infrastructure
development projects of the government, intended to promote growth and to encourage
immigration. The design of stations became the responsibility of the newly created Public
Works Department. Vogel’'s philosophy was to create the maximum length of track for the
prescribed amount of money given and utilitarian stations. This became ingrained, and
remained the underlying philosophy driving the aesthetic of railway stations.’

Between 1900 and 1914 NZR installed 651 miles of new railway. One of the most important
new lines was the Main Trunk Line 1908 contributing to an unbroken travel route from one end
of the country to the other, with the aid of inter- island ferries.

Generally stations were of wood frame and weatherboard construction with corrugated iron
roofs. Nineteenth century and early twentieth century railway stations were patterned on the
generally accepted domestic building techniques and architectural styles of the time. The
gables, lean-tos and station verandahs were copied from the railway stations in Britain but
were relatively modest in size and appearance. *

Architect and engineer George Troup placed emphasis on elegance and refinement of railway
design. Many of his stations are now preserved and are of historical significance and
architectural merit.

George Troup was born in Edinburgh in 1863. He studied as an architect/surveyor in Scotland
before migrating to New Zealand. He joined NZR in 1886 and in 1902 was promoted to
Design Engineer. Troup was officer in charge of the Architectural branch from 1919. Architect
of the Dunedin Railway Station. From 1898 to 1907 he was responsible for the design +
construction of 20 important district stations most of which were variatioins of the standard
plans established by Troup.®

' Mahoney, J.D. Down at the Station - A Study of the New Zealand Railway Station. Dunmore Press Ltd Palmerston North
1987 Pg. 23

%ibid. Pg. 24

*ibid. Pg. 35

*ibid. Pg. 36

> ibid. Pg. 66 - 67



Responsible for design and building of 20 important district stations and 10 new bridges and
the design of two major public buildings - NZR head office building, Featherston Street,
Wellington & Dunedin railway Station. He was esponsible for all railway buildings, stations,
goods sheds, engine sheds, staff housing.

The early station verandahs (before Troup) were domestic style post and beam. Troup
introduced the use of the steel track rails not only to support the canopy but as a decorative
feature that directly related the building to its railway function.®

Plans adopted in 1904 were a refinement & upgrading of the Vogel era classification.”

Station architecture very utilitarian, utility generally overrides ornamentation or architectural
embellishment. There were a range of standard plans which were adapted to suit particular
sites / circumstances.

Class A Stations - Lean to roof buildings all 13 ft wide. Ranged from simple shelter shed to
one 69 ft long containing lobby, ladies waiting room, luggage room and large station masters
office, post and telegraph office.

Class B Stations. - Gable roof buildings, seven choices of plan ranging from unattended
station 44 ft containing lobby, ladies waiting room to 103 ft long stations with lobby, ladies
waiting room, tickets and parcels office, station masters office, porters and lamp room.

Class C Stations — Gable roof buildings with similar choices to Class B but with greater width
to building plan.

6 Mahoney, J.D. Down at the Station - A Study of the New Zealand Railway Station. Pg. 50
7
ibid Pg. 70



Plan and Elevations, Fairlie Station Building

J.D.Mahoney, Down at the station- a study of the New Zealand Railway Station Pg. 101

Troup successfully captured something of the elegance of the Edwardian era - a great era of
New Zealand railway history.

J D Mahoney writes that “The arrival and departure of the branch train in passenger days
would have been a welcome interlude, and the station staff would have known personally
many of the branch customers”.

Railway stations were an integral part of our history. Standing today as relics of once bustling
and busy meeting points, they were once some of the most important places in New Zealand
cities and towns. They were a place for welcomes, farewells, where holiday trips began,
destinations to leave from for family occasions — weddings, funerals, school traffic, miners and
soldiers all used the rail system®. P7 mahoney

Stations once accommodated news stands, refreshment rooms, ladies waiting rooms, rooms
for parcels and luggage. The station building was shared by the both the public and staff.
This is in strong contrast to the now many boarded up and unused stations as they exist today

5 Mahoney, J.D. Down at the Station - A Study of the New Zealand Railway Station. Pg. 24



where passengers usually only occupy the sheltered area of the veranda and staff operate
from just a small space inside the station or not at all.

3.0 History of the Pukekohe Station

Pukekohe is at the end of the southern line of the Auckland suburban rail network. There are
other surviving historic stations on the southern line; at Remuera, Penrose (disused),
Papatoetoe and Papakura; and on the Western Line at; Henderson (disused), Glen Eden
(shifted), Swanson and at Waitakere. These are similar buildings with variations in size and
detail

The current station building is the second railway station to be built at Pukekohe. The first was
constructed in 1875. Land for the station was obtained in 1874. The railway was fundamental
to the development of Pukekohe as a service centre for the Franklin District. The Southern
Cross newspaper report of 1875, at the time the line was extended to Mercer, describes the
Pukekohe station as a key building in the township with other service and commercial
buildings in the vicinity. The station was also the post office in these early years. From 1883
the post office was operated by Railways department staff. The Southern Cross report

suggests that this station was constructed closer to the township.

The station was added to in 1878 and further changes were planned in 1884, indicating the

significance of the station to the growth of Pukekohe.

By 1900 locals were complaining about the building and a petition was raised in 1906.°
Plans were made to renovate the first “T” shaped station but instead it was converted into a
goods shed and construction on a new station began in mid 1912.

The original station was retained as a goods shed until its demolition in 1987. The existing
station has remained in use since its completion in 1913. It was a typical Troup era Class B
station, a linear gabled building divided into a series of compartmentalised rooms accessed
from the station platform with, from north to south, a Porter's Room, Parcels & Luggage,
Station Master’s Office, Lobby, Ladies waiting Room, Women’s toilet then yard. The first
platform verandah, an uneven gable, was on the western side of the building.

° Appendix 4.2, New Zealand Rail Heritage Trust. Pukekohe Rail Station Description & Assessment



For many years from 1927, extra staff were taken on each year to handle rail traffic generated

during the potato season.

From the 1920s the building was frequently broken into and today many of the doors and
windows which dominate the eastern and western facades have been boarded over and
barred up.

The main trunk line at Pukekohe was opened as a double tracked line on 29 March 1931.™

The Pukekohe station was renovated to accommodate for its new status as a station situated
on an island platform. A new eastern veranda was erected''.  Around this time the station
was extended to the north in a plain extrusion of its form.

There were modifications in 1954 to allow for the signal control system to be installed. This

device is still in use today.

From the 1960s the private car became the primary means of transport for most
Aucklanders. The growth of the motorway system and the rise of private car ownership
from this period on resulted in the railway system falling into decline and consequently

the stations and associated infrastructure became neglected.

In recent years the benefits of mass transport have been recognised. As a
consequence the passenger rail network system in Auckland has slowly been
upgraded. The old stations have not benefitted greatly from this to date. Many have
been demolished, some remain in place unused and in a neglected state, very few are

still in use and these are also neglected.

Although the Pukekohe station is currently in a state of disrepair, its location fairly removed,
and its presence is not high in the townscape it is still an important heritage building in
Pukekohe; an architectural signifier of a once very busy rail industry.

The interior of the building is now private, and only a small portion of the space is occupied by
the rail staff, the rest is left for storage. The public areas of the station extend only underneath

10 Compiled by Christine Johnson, Ruth Larsen & Kevin Ramshan. Main Trunk — Portrait of a Railway. N.Z. Grantham
House, Wellington 2008

' A subtle feature of the building is the curve of the eastern canopy roof which follows the curve of the track.



the large canopies which stretch down both sides of the station. The station is simply passed
through by passengers. It does not function as a destination point as it once did.

Pukekohe Train Station Plan, circa 1912

Archives New Zealand. BABJ ACC A681 LB7 2536



5.0 Observations of Surviving Historic Stations on the
Southern and Western Lines

Refer also to detailed descriptions of these stations included in this report as appendix

The early stations that are still administered by ARTA are extremely neglected. Only two are
still in use, Papakura and Pukekohe. Papakura Station is also in need of maintenance and
repair. Penrose Station and Henderson Station are closed up and both require substantial
maintenance and repair. The condition of these stations is symptomatic of the running down
of the railways from the 1960s.

At Swanson, Glen Eden, and Papatoetoe the buildings have been repaired and restored for
adaptive reuse by community groups with support from various funding bodies. All of these
stations have been shifted from their original sites, the Swanson Station a considerable
distance as this was formerly the Avondale Station. The Swanson and Glen Eden Stations are
located on their respective railway platforms and provide shelter for travelers as always
intended. Waiting passengers appeared to prefer being under these canopies to standing
under the starker modern canopies nearby.

In those moves the basic structure of each of the buildings has been retained including the
railway section structure supporting the canopies. The subfloor structure of each of these
buildings has required substantial work.

The exterior of the Remuera Station has been repaired and painted but does not appear to be
in use. The base of the building is surrounded by the platform at its floor level and the
condition of the platform suggests that the subfloor has not been worked on.



6.0 History of Change /Modifications

Refer also to the measured drawings of the Pukekohe Station included in this report as
appendix

1931

The most significant modifications to the station were made in 1931 when a second track was
laid on the eastern side of the platform. The station was adapted at that time to open on both
sides and a cantilevered canopy was constructed down the eastern side of the building. The
edge of this canopy is cut to the curve of the track. The western canopy was also extended.

The detail of the interior facings indicate which openings were added at this time, the maijority
of which are new doorways. There is an array of varying windows of different ages running
along both long facades.

New openings have plain bevelled architraves, older openings have moulded architraves. The
station was possibly also extended to the north at that time as the interior detail uses the
plainer bevelled boards. A third toilet cubicle was probably added at this time.

1954

In 1954 the signals and communications control box was installed. This piece of equipment is
in the Station Master’'s room and is still in use. It stands in the middle of the floor with a half
height enclosed area behind it. Wiring to and from this electronic beast runs in thick cables up
to the ceiling and across the room.

Station Interior, Line system control 1954

Burgess & Treep 2010



Post 1960
By the 1960s the station had become a workplace rather than a facility for travellers. From that
time on most changes to the building have been barely, if at all, planned.

Openings have been made between rooms, the fireplace in the Women’s Waiting Room has
been removed and the chimney demolished. Some new partitions have been constructed. A
number of internal walls have noticeably newer linings and are clad with hardboard instead of
the tongue and groove which lines the original internal walls.

Floor coverings in the occupied spaces have been changed as one would expect. These are
vinyl covered floors.

A plain skylight has been built into the ceiling of the west side of the Station Master’s office.
The westernmost toilet cubicle was adapted to form an entry lobby to the toilets from the west
platform.

Station Interior, New sky light in Station Masters Office.

Burgess & Treep 2010



Over time the level of the platform has slowly built up and is now at the floor level of the
building. At the southern end of the building a garden has been built against the building and
the level of ground is now well above floor level.

1993 Secondary raised platforms were added in 1993 to bring the level of the platform up to
the level of the passenger trains. These are essentially suburban timber decks planted on top
of the solid platforms. They are nasty and insubstantial in appearance.

The intention of this raised wooden edge on both sides of the island platform was to allow the

main building to sit in its original position while accommodating the height of the newer trains.
12

c. 2001 Fire from a cigarette butt thrown from the platform broke out in the northern most

room of the station around 2001 and the floor boards have been ripped up around the
perimeter of the room by fire fighters revealing the rotten and sunken subfloor and some newer
concrete piles.

Station Interior, Damage from fire circa 2001

Burgess & Treep 2010

"2 Millar, Sean. Passenger Railway Stations of Auckland’s Southern Line, 2005. S. Millar, N.Z. Auckland 2005 pg.22
3 p.com Afternoon Rail Staff Pukekohe Station 6 April 2010. Confirmed by Paul Sinclair ARTA 27 April 2010.



7.0 Heritage Significance

71 Associative Value

The Pukekohe railway station has contributed significantly to the historic growth of Pukekohe
and the Franklin District. The building has also contributed to the economic and social life of
Pukekohe. Rail transport and travel has been of great importance to the town from the 1870s
and has provided a key element in the relationship of the railways with the township since
1912.

Rail transport was the primary means of travel up to the 1960s. The station has an engrained
relationship with the local community as a focus for activity as the principle place of arrival and
departure from 1912 through to the present.

The railway was a catalyst for the growth of the area and remains important to Pukekohe. The
station represents this relationship and is representative of the ideas and attitudes of the New
Zealand Railways in the early 20" century and the importance of rail transport as essential
infrastructure for nation building.

This station is a surviving example of a suburban railway station from the early 20" century. It
is a typical Troup era standard plan building. A limited number of these buildings were
constructed throughout the country to serve suburban stations and small towns. Although built
to a standard plan each station is different.

Canopies, plan layouts, details and finishes subtly differ, yet they are recognisable as a group.
Together these buildings make up a significant remnant grouping of early 20" century railway
stations. The group has a collective significance and each individual station is unique and has
a particular significance for each place.

7.2 Technological Value

The building has features that relate to railway technology in particular the use of rail track to
form the canopy structure. Its plan form relates to the original function of the building. There
are remnant technological features related to its use, in particular the safe and the signal
control box from 1954 which is still used by rail staff today.



7.3 Townscape Value

The station has only moderate townscape significance, based on it still being on its original
site. It is somewhat isolated from the township and is not highly visible as a component of the
townscape.

7.4 Aesthetic Value

The building is pleasing if simple in its form, which expresses its function. The building is
unembellished as Troup did not place emphasis on ornament. The canopies with their rail
section structure are very pleasing, particularly the arcaded western canopy and the subtle
curve of the edge of the eastern canopy as it follows the track.

7.5 Features of Significance
The primary form and finishes of the building remain as it was following the double tracking in
1931. Changes made at that time were an extrusion of its original form. The building as it
stands is representative of the high point of its existence.
The primary elements that contribute to the heritage value of the station are:

Overall form of the station including the canopies

Remaining early 20™ century plan layout

The relationship of the building to the railway tracks as an island station.
Associated structure — Steel & Timber footbridge

The secondary elements that contribute to that heritage value are as follows;



7.6 Exterior Finishes and Features (pre 1935)

* Shiplap weatherboards

* Scalloped decoration on gable ends on both the northern and southern facades
» Steel rails used decoratively on eastern and western facades under verandas

* Windows and doors

* Ticket Hatch

* Canopy structure on both sides

Station Interior, Ticketing hatch in Station
Master’s office

Burgess & Treep 2010



Station Exterior, Steel rails with circular band detailing
supporting the western canopy

Burgess & Treep 2010



7.7 Interior Finishes and Features (pre 1935)

* Tongue and groove ceilings

* Tongue and groove walls

* Ceiling roses

* Surviving mouldings, architraves, cornices and skirtings

* Wide board timber flooring

* Fire place

» Safe

* Framed and lines partition wall within Station Masters office
* Toilet partitions

Post 1935 - Signal control machine

Station Interior, northern most ceiling rose

Burgess & Treep 2010



Station Interior, Existing fireplace and safe in Station
Master’s Office

Burgess & Treep 2010



8.0 Assessment of the Building in Relation to the Railway
Platforms

Aerial Photograph Pukekohe 1972,
Archives New Zealand BABJ ACC A47 39 35501

Burgess & Treep 2010



Pukekohe is an island platform set in the middle of the tracks in the Pukekohe rail yards. It is
on the eastern side of the yard.

The original platform level was below the floor level of the station. Over time the platform level
has been built up for various unknown reasons. The recent addition of deck structures to the
platform edge was to allow for higher carriages.

The original platform is a fill structure with poured concrete edges and a tar sealed surface.
The platform surface is set to fall to the sides and does not appear to have been ponding.

The building is a timber framed structure with a timber frame sub floor. The building is
surrounded on all sides by the platform. The raised level of the platform has prevented any
ventilation of the sub floor and this is causing structural problems (Refer to Condition section
9.0).

The relationship between the building and the platform in terms of relative heights is
unfortunate but redeemable. Timber frame buildings are relatively light and lifting these
structures is an everyday activity in the New Zealand construction industry.

There are some problems as a consequence of the deterioration of the sub floor structure
(These matters have been addressed by Lough Downey in their report Appendix 12.5). Any
proposal to lift or shift the building would result in the loss of the chimney and associated safe
structure; although these items have some heritage value that value must be balanced against
the greater need to ensure that the building can survive.



The steel canopy structures have deep foundations and would have to be cut off at platform
level. The steel is deteriorating at this junction. The other Auckland stations that have been
lifted have retained these structural elements.

The Glen Eden station and former Avondale station demonstrate that these buildings can be
lifted and shifted. (Refer to Appendix12.4a &12.4c)

The building can be lifted to accommodate any changes in the platform, indeed its current
condition requires it to be lifted for repair regardless.

Pukekohe tracks view south,

-~ n - AAaA



Pukekohe rail yard plan 1961,
Archives New Zealand BABJ ACC A847 Mb90 3089

Burgess & Treep 2010



9.0 Condition

Overall the station building is in poor condition as a result of both lack of maintenance and
repair, and physical problems caused by the platform having been built up right around the
building up to floor level without allowing for subfloor ventilation.

The building was well constructed of excellent materials, and the quality of the materials has to
a certain extent mitigated against the effects of dampness and leaking. A program of
appropriate periodic maintenance and repair would have kept the building in good condition.

The following is a description of the current state of the building;

9.1 Roof

Short run corrugated iron at least thirty years old, possibly much older, painted.
The paint has generally flaked,

There are many areas of surface rusting and patches which are more lace than
metal.

At the change of pitch between the main roof and the eastern canopy there is
inadequate lap and no flashing. There has been serious leaking along this

intersection and many areas are rusted out.

The internal gutter between the main roof and the west canopy is no longer set



to fall. At the time of our survey this gutter had standing water.

Rainwater heads failing.

Station Roof, Internal guttering

Burgess & Treep 2010



9.2 Barges and Eaves

Wide timber barges, eaves constructed of tongued and grooved boards on timber framing.
These are generally in reasonable condition.

Some barge boards are split or otherwise in need of repair.
The eaves are reasonable except where leaking has occurred. The particular
areas of concern are the area surrounding the north western rain water head,

and the entire east side at the intersection of the main roof with the canopy.

Some parts of this have been temporarily repaired however the problem of
leaking has not been addressed.






9.3 Canopies

There are two canopies on the building; an arcaded canopy on the west and a cantilevered
canopy on the east. The primary support structure on each side are railway track steel
sections bent to the profile of the canopies. The roof structure of the canopies is plain section
timbers exposed with roofing iron over.

Roof Structure

Roof in shocking condition, refer previous

No laps at intersection with main roof, rust holes

Timber Structure

Roof purlins undersized (an original design fault)

Timber rots at intersections where roof has leaked

Steel structure decayed at ground level (limited)

Deterioration of cladding of end walls



9.4 Exterior Cladding and Facings

Rusticated weatherboards with plain planted corner boxes and plain facings with arris detail to

the edges. Wide base board right around as a plinth detail. All painted. The exterior cladding

is in good condition except at the base of the building where timber is in contact with the

ground. All the exterior finishes are in very poor condition. The paintwork is generally flaking

and there are many areas of bare timber. Surprisingly there was almost no graffiti.
Considerable evidence of rotten timber at the base of the building

Isolated missing sections of timberwork around the base of the building

Paint surface very tired and a repaint is well overdue.



9.5 Joinery
Windows are generally double hung. There are some fixed windows and some louvre panels
in the toilet area. The timberwork of the windows is generally sound. The doors are also
generally sound except at the cill level.

Glazing generally broken. Some panels replaced with Perspex.

Glazing bars have been removed from some sashes.

Many openings have been boarded over.

Door sills are very worn, mainly split with some rot.



Station Interior, Station Master’s office

Burgess & Treep 2010



9.6 Platform/ Base of the Building

The level of the platform has been raised over time by additional layers of tar seal. As a
consequence the timbers along the base of the building have suffered. There is a large base
board running right around the building that may have acted as a sacrificial element.

Refer previous door cill note.

The base board appears sound but is unlikely to be sound. There are limited
areas where the base board has broken off or is otherwise damaged.

At the southern end of the building a garden bed has been built up against the
building, at least 200mm above floor level.

There is no sub-floor ventilation



Station Interior, Where platform meets station floor.

Burgess & Treep 2010



9.9 Interior

The interior has also not been maintained. The only area that has been kept dry or repaired in
recent decades is the office area because this space is still in use. Many of the other rooms
have been adapted as utility spaces or abandoned. The original interior finishes remain where
walls have not been removed. The finishes are: tongued & grooved boards to the ceilings and
walls, two pressed metal ceiling roses, moulded cornice, moulded skirtings + plain bevelled
skirting, moulded architraves to early openings, plain bevelled architraves to later openings,
wide timber floor boards running the length of the building. The floors are generally over laid.

The floor has large slumped areas. The perimeter area of the floor appears to
have dropped as a consequence of sub-floor decay.

At the northern end of the building the floor has been lifted (as a consequence of
a fire) and this has exposed the general decay under the floor. Elsewhere there
are sections of flooring that have been replaced.

In the toilet area the south west corner has been concreted.

Plywood sheeting has been laid across the doorway from the station masters
office to the western platform.

Floors are no longer fully connected to the subfloor structure.

The interior walls are sound but have fallen away from the ceiling in areas
where the floor has settled. Some walls have been overclad in hardboard.



Ceilings are generally reasonable except in the areas where constant leaking
has caused decay (in particular at the chimney).

Where partition walls have been removed there are flat boards on the ceiling.

A skylight has been fitted into the station masters office.

Station Interior, Station Masters office

Burgess & Treep 2010



Station Interior, Barred door in original lobby.

Burgess & Treep 2010






9.10 Services

Recent services lines have been run exposed both internally and externally. Many of the
electrical lines relate to the line signals communication control equipment. There is limited
lighting.

9.11 Drainage

There is full drainage away from the building. This is fully separated. The foul water system is
at the southern end of the building. The cast iron terminal vent of the system has been broken
and has been plugged with a stick.



Station Interior, Toilet cubicle at southern
end of station

Burgess & Treep 2010



10.0 Consideration of Possible Relocation and Reuse

In its current condition the Pukekohe Station will have to be lifted to facilitate subfloor
repair. Once lifted and stabilised it could be relocated if necessary. As discussed
elsewhere in this report there are examples in Auckland of similar historic railway
stations that have been successfully relocated.

Relocation is discussed in the ICOMOS (NZ) Charter under General Principles as item 8
and states:

The site of an historic structure is usually an integral part of its cultural heriatge
value. Relocation, however, can be a legitimate part of the conservation process
where assessment shows that:

(i) the site is not of associated value (an exceptional circumstance); or
(i)  Relocation is the only means of saving the structure; or
(iii  Relocation provides continuity of cultural heritage value.

A new site should provide a setting compatible with cultural heritage value.

The station has a direct relationship with its site as it is part of the railway
infrastructure. This is an important, but not crucial, component of its heritage value.
To directly retain this relationship the building should remain in its current position or,
if shifted, to remain on the island platform in its current orientation, and to retain its
function as a railway station.

For the building to remain in use as a station it must be able to be used for that purpose
and able to adapt to meet contemporary functions.

The building is not been highly esteeemed in recent decades and is in poor condition.
Only part of the former Station Master’s Office is still in use, the rest of the building is
derelict. As it stands it is a metaphor for the decline of the importance of rail transport
at a time when that decline has been reversed.

Since the late 1990s the Auckland Regional Council with government assistance has
invested hugely in rail transport, upgrading carriages, lines and stations. Work relating
to stations is now carried out by the Auckland Regional Transport Authority a
subsidary organisation of the Auckland Regional Council. More passengers are now
using the rail network as a consequence of the upgrades. It is hoped that the rail
system will be carrying 30 million passengers per annum by 2030 (compared with 5



million in 2006)'* In the ARTA Transport plan of 2006 the upgrading of all railway
stations was stated as a priority and Pukekohe was identified as a park and ride station.

At present Pukekohe is the last stop on the southern line. In Wellington a sucessful
commuter line runs to the Wairarapa. In future the Auckland commuter rail network will
extend into the Waikato and this would have an effect on Pukekohe as inevitably there
would be increased traffic.

There are many factors that may affect the future use of station overall; access, the
relationship between the town and the station, possible changes in track layout,
activities that may be considered to add vitality to the station and the station platform to
name a few.

At present the rail lines run on the eastern side of the town and the station is somewhat
isolated. It is possible that the layout of the rail yards could be rearranged and the
station site relocated to the western side of the yards to improve the realtionship
between the town and the station. This is a matter that has been considered by ARTA."
Much of the yard space is not used and that area could also provide the parking needed
for a park and ride station.

Whether the platform remains in its current location or moves closer to the town it has
to be an island platform servicing a double track. An island platform requires access,
either via a bridge or tunnel and the type of access, its form and construction also
affects the overall appearance of the station area.

The station building provides shelter for waiting passengers and can be adapted to
create pleasant spaces for travellers with a the possibility of an improved relationship
between the indoors and the sheltered exterior spaces. It can easily serve a range of
different functions.

As the last stop on the southern line the station already attracts travellers who have
simply come to look. We withessed a number of these arriving on each train on the day
of our survey. At present the station does not provide anything other than plain shelter.
It could become an excellent arrival point.

The station building can be repaired and brought back into use. Steven Lough has
addressed the structural issues in his report and although there are considerable
problems with the building these can be addressed. The station building is domestic in
scale and requires the same attention as a timber house . Restoration of early 20th
century houses is now considered a normal building process and work on this station
would be similar.

" www.arta.co.nz Auckland Passenger Network Plan 2006-2016

> p.com Paul Jenkinson, ARTA, April 27 2010



The area around the station at present is not attractive. With some consideration it
would be possible to improve this vastly and to either repair and adapt the existing
building, replan and upgrade the platform areas and access to the paltform and to add
complimentary contemporary structures to allow the facility to operate effectively into
the future and to provide a positive experience for users that recognises the usefulness
and the heritage value of the existing station building.

In the event that the station is not considered to be suitable for reuse as part of the
railway infrastructure the reuse of other Auckland Stations at Papatoetoe, Swanson and
Glen Eden demonstrates that these buildings can be adapted to serve other uses.
Swanson and Glen Eden are still on railway platfroms and provide shelter for travellers.
Papatoetoe and Morningside Stations have been shifted away from the tracks but are
visually associated.

In conclusion;

The future use of the Pukekohe Station generally, station platform, access, track
lay out, future use is certain to involve positive improvements to passenger rail
infrastructure.

It is possible to retain the station building as part of that future infrastructure
either as a platform building or in an associated use that relates to the railway in
some way.

In its current condition the building a substantial amount of work is required to
stabilise and restore the building.

The building will have to be lifted in order to repair the subfloor.
The masonry structures will be lost, however this is inevitable.

Once lifted the height of the building can be set to allow for a new finished
platform height (allowance must be made for good sub-floor ventialtion).

According to Lough Downey the building can be lifted and shifted.

The heritage value of the building relates in part to its physical association with
the railway and maintaining that relationship is important from a heritage
perspective.

This type of building can easily accommodate a variety of uses (refer other
examples of station reuse).



Rail transport has been important to Pukekohe since 1874. The station building has
served the local community since 1913. It is an important surviving station from the
great early period of passenger rail transport in New Zealand. Passenger rail travel in
Auckland is undergoing a renaissance and all services are being upgraded to
encourage rail use. It is both appropriate and possible for the station to be restored
and kept as a component of the overall improvements regardless of its future use.
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