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PART |. CULTURAL S IGNIFICANCE

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Purpose of this Conservation Plan

The Coromandel Citizensdé6 Hall, formerly St
the Thames Coromandel District Council (TCDC). The Coromandel Returned

Services Association (RSA) have their rooms down one side of the hall and have

priority access and use of the hall. The hall is used for gatherings, meetings,

performances, sport and club activities. It is now one of the only hall spaces

available for general public use in Coromandel Township and is recognized by the
community as a valuable asset.

The current legal title is CT SA775/282, Part Meharahi Block. The property is 506
sq.m more or less. The title is limited as to parcels, meaning that the property is not
clearly defined and a survey is required to establish the property boundaries. The

C

property is zoned fiHousing/ Residential o and

overlay area. The building is listed on the Coromandel Township Heritage Study as
Item #38 and is registered on the Thames Coromandel District Plan schedule of
heritage buildings as item C118841.

This Conservation Plan has been commissioned by the Coromandel Community
Board with funding from Thames Coromandel District Council.

A conservation plan is intended as the first stage in a process to establish the
significance of this building to the community. It is a document to give guidance as
to how the building can be retained as a community resource and tells the story of
this place. This document establishes what is significant in this place and
recommends policies which will ensure appropriate care and use.

Summary

The St Georgeds Convent School, today the
1897 at the request and with the support and funding of the Catholic Community of
Coromandel and the parish priest Father Egan. The school officially opened at the
beginning of 1898. It is one of the oldest, original buildings in the township and the

only surviving Catholic school structure in the area.

The RSA / Coromand e | Citizends halll i s a modest buil

schools of its period. In its original form, the building was a simple hall space with
entrances on the North, East and West sides. It served the community of
Coromandel township and the nearby district.

The original hall space has remained reasonably intact. The building has never been
shifted or moved. It has been altered and added to and the original gabled
entryways have been removed. Lean-to additions have been made to the hall to



create the toilet and kitchen facility at the back and later, RSA clubrooms with a
lounge, kitchen and toilet facilities on the Eastern side. The building is in regular use
and for its 107 year history of use, wear and tear, is still in remarkably good form.

The St Georgeds Convent School embodied the
Catholic system of education. It was the focus for the children of the Catholic

community of Coromandel township and the surrounding area for over forty years.

Most older members of the Catholic community in Coromandel today were taught in

the St Georgeds school

The school passed into private ownership in
Coromandel branch of the RSA in 1951. The RSA negotiated an arrangement with

the then Coromandel District Council for public use of the hall. In 1965 the RSA

gave the building to the Coromandel District Council.

From 1951 to the present day the building has housed the meeting rooms of the
Coromandel Branch of the RSA, The RSA have a right to use the kitchen and the
hall and continue to do so on regular occasions.

1.2 METHODOLOGY

Thi s documentThe Gnsénatioe RPlan:ArGuide to the Preparation of

Conservation Plans for Places of European Cultural Heritage Significance, National

Trust (N.S.W.),19900 by James Semple Kerr, and on the
set outlCiOM.OtShNew Bealand Charter For The Conservation Of Places

Of Cultural Heritage Value, 1995, 6 and N.AH.P.h &uidelines for the

Preparation of Conservation Plans, 20000 .

This document is intended to provide as full as possible a record of the Coromandel
Citizends Hall (formerly the St Georgedbds Con
readily available archival s oaterattleesimesohd based
survey (March 2004)

The conservation plan is in two sections - Cultural Significance and Conservation
Policy.

The first section, Cul tural Significance, &€
relationship to broader events, and how the building contributes to the understanding
of the place and community. This is summar.i

Significanceodo at the end of the section.

The second section, Conservation Policy, is intended as a management tool to guide

thefut ur e devel opment and care of the Coromand
which will retain and reinforce the significance of the building. The policies are also

intended to allow for the building to be restored to community use, if this is possible,

and to provide guidance as to how this can best be done.



1.3 HISTORY
1.3(i) Chronology of the Roman Catholic Church in Coromandel

1840- In 1840, Jean Baptiste Pompallier, Bishop of Oceania, first visited the
Coromandel township. It was the first official acknowledgement of the
small Catholic population in Coromandel by the Catholic mission in

New Zealand.
1841- Bishop Pompallier made a second visit to the Coromandel township
and peninsul a. By this time, ATwo

settled thereo ( Leni han, ¢. 1900:53). The

Bi shop

and performed much needed holy servi ce

Sacraments of Baptism, Penance and Matrimony at the home of one
of two white Catholic families i
Journal, 1937:18). Bishop Pompallier promised his newly formed and
baptized Maori congregation and the Pakeha settlers a permanent
priest soon.

€.1865- In this year, Father B Fitzpatrick (1865-1871) oversaw the erection of
the first Church/Chapel for the Coromandel Town Catholic Parish in
the Upper Town at Driving Creek.

shanty, wunlined ahAwallywhichoriginall tividgd e

the two-roomed space is recorded as being removed to make a
unified, single space for a chapel. How and when it was built is not

known for certain, but it was opened

refurbishment and renovation cost a frugal 50 pounds?. The first
recorded baptism was of David Gillies on the 24™ of December, 1865.
This is, furthermore, the earliest parish record®. The same year Fr.
Fitzpatrick arranged for the loan of a long, two-roomed building that
was erected between what i s now

A

Church and Citizenbds Hall . | t wa s

run by Fr. Fitzpatrick as head master along with the help of Miss
Smith, a woman of Maori descent and a reputed relative of Sir George
Grey*. (Later still a Miss Gray assisted with teaching, but the priests
continued to take an active part as teachers in schools until Father
Fox and the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy).

1871- Fat her Pat r i c k18W@Mtdoleachdrge gf thé redlyr 1
enlarged Parish in this year, which had grown to encompasses the
entire peninsula’. Also in this year land in the lower town i the
Coromandel township proper i was donated by John Lynch, a local

! Lenihan (c,1900:15)

Zibid.

ACoromandel County B8 amond Jubileed (1936
“ibid, (1936:48)

® Simmons (1982:109)



Catholic and member of the Parish council, for the construction of a

Church®. The same year, John Carey (AEmpl
government who had some KmuwMr@alrge of
a carpenter, constructed St Col manods
land at a cost of 300 pounds® Fat her OO6Rei |l ly then t
of teach at the school.

1872- St Col manés Catholic School was for mal
Catholic school and Father O6 Rei | | 'y was t°hTee f i r st

church was blessed, named and opened by Bishop Croke of
Auckland, who arrived specially for the opening.*®

1879- The new parish priest, Fr. Mahoney, started work on transforming the
original presbytery into a Convent in this year. Father Fox (1879 i
1884), who replaced his soon after, planned for the imminent arrival of

the Nunods of the Order of the Sistero

what was to become St Maryd% Convent

1882- Three Nuns of the Order of the Sisters of Mercy arrived to run the
School. Their names were Sisters Gabriel Leary, Barbara Comerford
and Alphonsus Bolger'?. Father Fox vacated the presbytery, which
became the Convent of the Holy Name of Mary. Two rooms were

addedtothefron t of the convent and one becal
Convent School and the other St Maryé6s

The total cost of Covent and new school rooms was 650 pounds.*® . In
this year, Father Fox also purchased a two-roomed cottage adjoining to
the Church grounds from the Randerson Family for 200 pounds.** Two
rooms were added to the front of this building, and along with other
minor changes, this building became the presbytery.™

1884- The next priest, Father Naboa (1884 - 1885) sold the

®ACoromandel County Diamond Jubileed (1936: 48)
"ibid, (1936:48)

8 Lenihan (c. 1900:15)

iCoromandell School s, 100 yearso (1973:20)

% Richards & Cullen (2002:168)

“"Freemands Journal , 1 6tbulldhg recentPbegumpat Goromandebwil beCcompleted
in about two months. It is surprising that in the present dull state of business at the gold fields that such a large
undertaking could have been brought to a successful issue in so short af spateiome . 0

12 5ee the Original Letter of Acceptance from the three sisters on Page 22 of this document.

13| enihan (c.1900:15)

ibid, (c.1900:53)

% Richards & Cullen (2002:99)



Convent/School building loaned to Fr. Fitzpatrick in 1865, hoping to
defray the cost of church insurance. The debts were settled the
situation resolved, and the sale did not proceed™®.

1885-  Father Vagioli, who replaced Fr. Naboa and served a term from 1885
until 1887, oversaw the erection of an elegant, free standing bell tower
beside the church at a cost of 11 pounds, 12 shillings. The Bell was
cast in England in the 186006s. "Father
Dec 1891, and during his time at the Coromandel Parish the Church of
St Columba at Kuaotunu was erected.

1896-  Fr. Egan began planning the construction of a new parish school to
accommodate the expanding roll. He explained to the Bishop in
Auckl and in a 1896 Reothaer schoolbdildingsai Ther e
present but | am making preparations to build a new school close to St
Col manés Church, say, 50 feet by

30
school for accommodati of for the Si

f e
St e
1897- On the17" of January, 1897, the Parish Council met officially to

consider matters regarding a new school building. A local

Catholic business man, Mr John Lynch subscribed 10 pounds to

eliminate the need for a mortgage in the construction of the suggested

structure. Thi s donation was extended by Fat
donation of 10 pounds towards construction. Other members of the

council also donated accordingly. Father Egan then erected St

Georgebs School, for a cost of 360 pou
large, hall like space and, due to the generous donations of Parish

members, it was left free of debt. The construction of the hall took

approximately3-4 mont hs and a AMusical and So
held to celebrate the openimpNewf t he 0
Convent School Room) on April 22" 1897 at 7.30 for 8 g
Images).

- Also in this year, the old St Maryés C
buyers in Kikiwhakarere, and was used as a dwelling by the
purchasers. Fr. Egan also bought a house and section of land across
from St Col mands Church as a specul ati
the church when he departed.

% Richards & Cullen, (2002:99)
" Egan (1896)

1C
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Holy Name of Mary Convent

m toilets

2

St Georges School

St Colmens Chw'ch -

Prasbytery I.v
bell tower

Kapenga Rd

St COLMAN'S CHURCH BUILDING (OMPLEX = At it's height c.1930

1899 -  Father Michael Egan (1894 1 1903) organized the building of a new
church to replace the old chapel in the upper town. Using beams from
St Patrickos
constructed for 200 pounds, and there were no debts outstanding.*®

Specutation

(Burgess &Treep Architects, 2004)

church

in Whi ti

anga,

- Later in the same year, Fr Egan organized the painting and renovation
Church.

of St

1919 - A later priest, Father Michael Curley (1919-19 2 0)

Col manos

sol d

St

Church in the upper town for 300 pounds. It was dismantled and rebuilt

by Mr Cleave on the bowling club property in Wollams Ave where it is

B Coromandel

Count(d36@39)amond

11

Jubil eeo

he h

Mar y



still today and part of the bowling club pavilion on the site'®. Using the
proceeds of the sale, Father Curley repainted the presbytery and had
concrete paths laid as well as a septic tank system installed®.

Mid-1 9 3 O 6 Buring this time, two classrooms were added to the back of the St

Georgebs Convent school and teachi

the rooms was for primary school age children, while the other for late
primary students and children in their early teenage years. The main
space of the building, the former school room was used exclusively as

aHall»Toil ets for boysdangs@iihstwereebdly

wooden sheds, separated by a wooden board and located between the
former convent and the church.??

1941- In this year, the school roll dropped below 15 pupils with a staff of 3
nuns. The parish priest, Father J Ryan (1940 - 1942) was forced to
close down the convent school of St George. Private teaching of art
and music, continued, however, al
special function, a fancy dress bal
school hall. These parties ceased when the Nuns of the Order of the

Sisterds of MercyZ®departed in | ate

1945- Father Fahey (1945 i 1948) was Parish Priest when, on the 7" of
March,1945, St Maryo6s Convent and the
sold for 435 pounds to Mr W.C Frazer, a local citizen of
Coromandel Township. Demolition work was begun on the 8" of
February, 1946.

accol

1950- The former St Georgeds Conveny School /

Denize, another local of Coromandel®*. The same year, Mr Denize sold

the building to the Coromandel Returned Services Association.?® The
original intention was to demol i
construct a new hall for the Coromandel RSA.?® The Auckland architect
Albert Goldwater, was even approached to design the new building.
The project was not carried out as it proved more cost effective to keep
the existing building. The main hall space was used for social
purposes, while meetings took place in the adjoining classrooms at the
back that are today the converted to a supper room

¥ Richards & Cullen (2002:100)

Dibid, (2002:100)

2 Ernie Hart & Dallas Hannaford (17.03.04)
% pallas Hannaford (17.03.04)

% Richards & Cullen, (2002:168)

% ibid (2002:124)

®ibid (2002:67)

% peg Chestnutt (25.02.04)
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1951- Renovation work was carried out in this year, and a local, Coromandel
contractor, Mr Norman James fishifted a
room)éand (was) asked to complete the

proposed?®l ounge. 0

C.1950wWesn6s and Womends Cl oak rtooothsEastr e adde
side of the School building. Various small scale cleaning, upkeep and
restoration works on furniture, amenities also occurred in this year and
is documented in the RSA records of the time.

1953- Mr FIl avy, a Coromandel ubadi Ipderc,eowaso frRea

2" RSA Minutes, 14/05/51

13



the Roof?®. His services were used regularly in repairs and upkeep.

1954- At this time, St Colmands church was I
to take it down completely and build a smaller building from the
structural remains®. T h e -sidtaenddéj ob t ook two mont |
A(constructed on the site was) a neat
churches di mi nfghkeiOrgmal beliwab redissoveted
obscured under the church building and as a result a new, small bell
tower was added on top of the roof. The new, smaller bell tower was
officially opened on the 1% of September, 1954.

1958-  Records for this year indicate that a Tauranga builder, Mr Norman
Jam(gls, was paid for concreting the foundations at the front of the
Hall.

c.1960mMs these turbulent years, Fat hers Fahe
and gentled the peopfefvatitanlbThgdld t he <c ha
altar was removed and a new table, of milled, puriri logs, replaced it.
This is where the priest now faced the congregation in accordance with
the Roman Catholic reforms. Furthermore, a new lectionary and bench
for altar boys were added to the church furniture at this time. To
decorate the interior, a new series of the stations of the cross were
made in clay, by local, Coromandel artist Deidre Airey. These were
replaced again later with a new set. The originals of the first set are
now on trees in the grounds of St | saa
Hokianga. It was in this decade also that the old brass holy water bowl
was stolen from the church. As a replacement, a new font is made by
local potter and ceramic artist Barry Brickell.

1960-6- I n these years, Father Doherty purchas
home of a local Coromandel Family, which became a new Presbytery,
replacing the old one which was dilapidate and beyond repair.

1965- After discussing the difficulties of hall upkeep, the Coromandel
Returned Service Association gave physical possession of their
premises to the Coromandel County Council, on the 1% of October,
1965. It was given by the RSA to the citizens of Coromandel, however,
on the proviso that the RSA had sole rights to the annex as their
clubrooms and free access to the hall for all RSA functions. The hall
was renameamamael6 COirti zends Hall 6, whi
declared the Coromandel RSA club rooms 3.

Bibid, 7/05/53

2 nch, (2002:16)

% Richards & Cullen (2002)

3 RSA Minutes, 14/11/58

%2 Richards & Cullen (2002:67)
# Richards & Cullen (2002:67)
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1983- After becoming Parish Priest in 1983, Father Theo van Lieshout
relocated the presbytery to the present site. This section is today
owned by the Coromandel Citizen, Mr H French. What was
salvageable from the old house was put to use at Driving Creek railway
for a workshop. The same year the Thames and
Coromandel District Council take possession of the Building®*.

1985- The RSA carried out extensions to their space and a one off fee of $5
was charged to all ratepayers for the necessary improvements.

1992- On the 13" of March 1992, an annual general meeting was held to
discuss the possibility of improvements to RSA quarters adjoining the
ci t i z ¢ mhe mentberd of the RSA negotiated with the Thames
and Coromandel District Council to use part of front of foyer of their
leant o as mends toilets. Because the Ret
members promised to supply all materials and labour, the Thames
Coromandel District Council approved. Therefore, on the 4™ of June,
renovations and alterations to improve the bathroom and bar facilities,
to meet health regulation standards began®>.

1998- The roof top bell tower built in 1954 was leaking quite seriously. It
was taken down and the new one that was built by David Eller was
planned and designed in keeping with the style of the church. It is
tolled every Saturday at 5pm to announce the Mass.

1999- The RSA Flag pole was erected on the outside of the hall, while an
honours board established on the interior. On Sunday, 26™ of
November, both new elements were unveiled by Pastor Steve
Garland.*®

2000- On the 12" of November, the Coromandel Roman Catholic
Community celebrated its history with a Jubilee Pilgrimage Mass for
all the Catholic communities on the peninsula. 300 people attended
the event which was described as proof
tradition of courage in the face of persecution and
di sabi ucket,19685p ( T

Recently - Some improvements to the hall were been made in the last few years,
for example, the West wall bordering with a private property has been
redone to meet fire safety regulations. The old floor was also stripped
and polished, revealing original, old kauri boards. The particleboard
cladding at the entrance has also been replaced with real kauri to
match the hall floor. The exterior was painted in 2001.

*ibid, (2002:124)
*ibid, (2002:124)
*ibid, (2002:124)
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1.3(ii) Catholic Education in New Zealand i

Among the small entourage Bishop Pompallier originally brought with him to New
Zealand in 1838 were Marist Fathers and Brothers, arriving as teachers for the
establishment of Catholic Schools and religious instruction facilities in New
Zealand®’. Their mission was to provide a Catholic education to the children of
European Catholic settlers and also establish schools for other settlers children as
well as local Maori across all of New Zealand. By gaining converts and saving souls

at his 6édgrass rootso6 | ev eholicpréséncevnalssndwoped t o
country.
The first school was opened in Kororareka fo

and baptized Maori men then went among the indigenous population preaching and

in turn converting fellow Maori to the Roman Catholic faith. Schools or at least

ORaupodé churches where Bible |l essons could t
soon in all major settlements with a settled or newly established Catholic

populations®. In 1842, the first European Catholic school was opened in Auckland

by Father Petitjean, a Marist priest who had originally arrived with Pompallier. Father

O6Reilly (Who would | ater go on to open St C
Coromandel) opened the first Catholic school in 1847 and a later, Marist school
openedin1851. This period also saw the prolifer
predominantly in the North Island which were taught by various orders of Sisters and
Brothers who had recently arrived in the cou
near Aucklandcarried on fit he special worko of training
educating Maor.i boys, while a similar girls

College, Napier.*

Catholic schools benefited greatly from Gove
schoolswher e A Rel i gion, industrial training, and

should receive funding from the government income. Until 1876, a certain sum of all

the Provincial taxes paid (Excepting Otago) was given to fund the Education

institutions, which included the now many Catholic schools*°. Very soon, however,

the double strike of the 1874 Parliamentary Education Act which made all education

Afree, secular and compulsory for all childr
subesequent1876 abolishment of provinces act** resulted in a cut to public funding

to religious educational systems*. This made the Catholic Schools private

establishments, reliant on fees charged to attending students, the donations from its

Parish Congregation as well as occasional bonuses fromth e Ar chbi shopds an
Bi shopbs diocese in the major centers. Altho

Nz Catholic School6s Journal (1937:39)
Bibid, (1937:39)

ibid, (1937:40)

““Nz Catholic School6s Journal (1937:41)
1 Simmons (1982:24)

“2ibid, (1982:24)
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outside the state system, fit mad@é&Almat di ffic
as a strike back, the relevance and high priority of Catholic education in the colonial
context was reinforced by the 1885 First Planary Council of Catholic church officials
which met in Sydney, Australia and decreed 0
establish a primary school, which was to be erected (even) before a chapel, should

parish resour ces *“Oode thsprimaeytschdols weve wello t h . 0
established, secondary schools and colleges were also built in the main centers.

The special symbol and patroness of
the Sisters of Mercy who taught at St
Georgeds Convent ¢
O0Mater Miserirgimr di
Mary as OMother of
here painted by Piero della

Francesca in the 15™ century.
(http://www.prospettiveinpediatria.it)

Even though necessity made them privately funded, the Catholic education

institutons of this time insisted on calling ther
opposed t &BéBideateéeéhé governmentods chall enge
all schoolsandthe anti-6 Bi bl eds in School & argument, it
economics of non-mainstream education and pleas for government funding that

domi nated Catholic school politics in the pa
saw AThe school (as) a cultural agent of the

perceived to be a hostile anti-Catholic social environment, entrusted with the task of
handing on the Catholic faith i its beliefs, traditions, and practices i to the next

generation. o To the Catholic minority, the |
a general lack of support. This was not without proof, editorial statements of the time
opposing disparate schooling stating that AT

(New Zealand) should pay for Catholic schools of any sort, but whether it should

endur e *tTheeCatholic argumentcl ai med t hat Athe Cathol i cs
provide, at their own expense, an excellent education for their children. Yet such is

the sense of justiceéthat it compels these (

“3ibid, (1982:24)

“4ibid, (1982:223)
“ibid, (1982:234)
“ibid, (1982:234)
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the free and godless education of otherpeopled6 s chi |l dren! This iIs ty
oppressi on & Nahetheless,ithe late 198 century and early 20" now

seem a consolidation of moral and spiritual obligations and traditions in the face of

great social upheaval. This religious flourishing was most evident in Catholic

education system. I n the | ater decades, the
states that, Aln the Dominion, there are 240
att endi fdn uncarmimtimés of newly arrived settlers and international

conflicts, religion and education became a vital anchorage to the past and insurance

for the future. Il n 1900 ASeven out of every
the Catholic schools and this c®ntinued to b

Early20"cent ury photograph of the area around S
unknown). Visible is the Church of St Colman and a sliver of the Halls roof ridge line
above the Caledonian Hall.
Auckland War Memorial Museum Archives Image 4270

The philosophy of these early Catholic educational establishments was firm and
simple, an approach, that in theory, has not changed significantly even today. Susan
O6Donnel explains that,

AThe Catholic school was seen as halhwag xt ensi o
an environment that supported the religious faith and practices of the Catholic family,

who belonged to a local parish, under the pastoral care and leadership of the clergy

and the authority of the local bishop. This environment provided a strong sense of

identity and purpose for members of the Church and school. The function of the

“"ibid, (1982:28)
8Nz Catholic Schools Journal (1937:39)
“9 Simmons (1982:90)
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Catholic school was two fold: socialization of the young into the social reality of the
nation, and the development of their religious formation as members of the Roman
Cathol i c(2@ik:1ay ch. o

They could be trying times and a desire for
logical, through the fact that, as Simmons, explains,

AThe process of establishing and sustaining
andéhel peeplCathalics separate, motivated and aggrieved. Strong Episcopal

leadership was required for the drive to staff and fund the schools, and to ensure

t hat Catholic parents con(928ed to enrol |l th

It even became slightly militant by modern standards, with some parish priests

threatening families with the denial of sacraments if their children did not attend

Catholic schools®. Al t hough a much softer |line was ad
retrospect, even this seems justified when it can be considered that the Catholics of

the time were convinced that the incubator and conduit of their religion, the schools

themsel ves, were potentially threatened. As
Religion then (and ev e naldulumclagpdctofileescheol a di st
which (gave) meaning and order t'fAsa he partic
60Cul tured6, Catholicism comprised fAbeliefs, |
through which the members establish(ed) and maintain(ed) theirs ens e of >2i dent i

e
A

*0 Simnons (1982:235)
06 Donnel |

(2001 :
206Donnell (2001:

NN
~~
N N
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1.3(iii) The Catholic Church in Coromandel

The Coromandel Catholic Chur
and il | us dtiasorstheorigiod s .
itinerary of Bishop Pompallier, the French
missionary charged by Rome to establish
Roman Catholicism in New Zealand and
consecrated 6Bi shop of Ocean
him our country was a foreign land, inhabited by

a strange people, speaking a strange language,

but a | and offering‘Ha rich h
visited the township and local area in 1840.

(@

He had obviously decided that this was a

significant location as his visit came only two

years after his own arrival in New Zealand®. A

second visit in July of 1841 was made when

ATwo families of white Catho
t h e°f. heé Bishop stayed with locals and
performed much needed holy s

Jean Baptiste Pompallier, Bi shopésaid Mass, Conferred
Bishop of Oceania Baptism, Penance and Matrimony at the home of
one of two white Cathdlic fa

and promised his newly formed and baptized Maori congregation and the European

Catholic settlers a permanent priest soon. The Maori of Manaia were sending sons

to attend St Maryoés college in Auckland. The
prominent at this time with the frequent visits of Marist Priests. The usually unfriendly

relations between the Christian denominations were calm as each Church tended to

take different geographical areas as spheres of influence.

3Nz Catholic Schools Journal (1937:18)

**ibid, (1937:18)

“fJanuBwrs3s8,3 On that dayéfor the first time the Blood
ibid, (1937:7)

%% Lenihan €.1900:53)

"Nz Catholic Schools Journal (1937:18)
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The 6Chur
future 06Ci
are labeled.

A37 Famil
1% January

1886 map drawn by Fr. Felix Vagioli for the Bishop in Auckland outlining the
locations of various Catholic families in the Coromandel township.
Auckland Catholic Archives.

In the concentrated township of Coromandel, this would have been difficult, as each
denominations 6zoneb6 were overlapping and in
to the social propriety and equality of early settlers in New Zealand, no records of

open or aggressive Christian sectarian rivalry seem to exist in Coromandel.

Father B Fitzpatrick was the first permanent priest, serving the parish from 1865 until

1871. He established a basic chapel in the upper town and a private Catholic school

in a | oaned building in the | ower town. He w
who, in his service from 1871 until 1878, expanded the parish to encompass the

entire peninsulaand organized the construction and f
Catholic church, the main church in the lower Coromandel town ship proper. The
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Church was opened on land donated by Mr John Lynch®®. Once the church was

established, he formally namedthealre ady exi sting school St Col
Catholic School. It was Fr. OO6Reilly himself
the patron saint of his own parish back in Ireland.>

A Franciscan priest, Father Mahoney followed, and served for only two year from
1878 until 1880. The harsh realities of life and work in the Coromandel are reflected

in his infamous departing speech where he ex
Heat hen | | eave you. 0 Nonetheless, he was re
thepeopleé and the cause of bringing mafiywas | os't

during the service of Fr. Mahoney that Matthew Brodie turned 8, this Coromandel

born local boy would go on to become the first New Zealand born Bishop and the

second Bishop of Christchurch.®* Upon hearing Coromandel paris
priest, Aucklandés Bishop Luck at the ti me s
to remain there. o Thus, Father James -Cassi dy
81, and was replaced very quickly by Father Anselm Fox, a Benedictine. Father Fox,

a dedicated and experienced missionary, invi
convent and run two new schools at Coromandel. The Sisters arrived in the 1882

and remained until the mid-1 9 4 0 6 s ,time not onlylrunrang the school, later

named St Georgeb6és Convent school and assisti
staff for a Hospital in the upper town. It was a challenging task for the parish staff. In

the Coromandel, Father Fox wrotetotheBis hop i n Auckl and of his ¥
commenting that he has often fABeen obliged t
show (his) disapproval of soméltwaddifficiite vi ci o

to preach and t eac hlichausesadoihgagood tradetandoiihl 6 p ub
one bak e Pansl88s, lFroRox complained about the lack of women attending
church, a possible reflection of the busy schedule of a colonial woman.®*

®John Lynch statement, fln trust to use the said piec
Roman Catholic community at Coromandel for such school, presbytery, conventual (sic) parmgesesally

in connection with the Roman Catholic church at Coromandel as the Bishop may from time to time
determine. 0(Catholic Archive: Coromandel Church Descr
%9 St Colman was the third Abbot of Innisfarne. In the church today, a tile sculgtieitzire Airey depicts St

Colman in his cave, a rooster above, as legend tells, to rouse him from prayer with its crowing. At his feet is a

mouse to nibble his toes should he nod off and a fly on the top right corner of his manuscript to mark the page

shaild he become distracted. In a niche above the sculpture sits the stone brought by Father John Bergin

reputedly from the cave of St Colman. St Colman would also go on to become a patron of Austria, when later,

leaving on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, he wastynad on the 18 of October, 1012, on route in Vienna.

€0 Simmons (1982:148)

Libid, (1982:148)

2ibid, (1982:167)

%3 ibid, (1982:167)

ibid, (1982:160)
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One of the first phot ogr auychand atfthe Brte,theo |l manos
Presbytery. The vacant space beside the church and in front of the Presbytery / later
enl arged Convent is the site of the futur
Auckland City Libraries Special Collection Image A6297.

Nonetheless,popul ati ons grew and many districts AF
parish statuso and there was a constant shor
To exacerbate problems, even the Priests trying to maintain their own parish would

need to visit others nearby townships and provide religious services.

A(The) Priest (had to become) a man on hor se
covering immense distances on half formed roads and muddy tracks. Staying for a

day or two in Cat hol igtohdmeare toclparishdar @undaye t ur ni n
s er vi(8iransonsp1982:77)

Father Naboa, followed Fr. Fox, serving for only a year. Father Felix Vagioli was

parish priest next, the famous author of nAA
|l nhabitantsd wraashib® sitadmiomwins tfwhtch sereed lsim mp e t e n
in good stead. Fr. Vagioli and future priests, would always be challenged to support

a parish, a school, a convent, and assisting lay brothers or sisters as well as

themselves on collections and donations.

% Richards & Cullen (2002:100)
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Gathalic Builbings

ST. GEORGE'S SCHOOL.

CONVENT.

Early 20™ century Coromandel Postcard showing the various Catholic buildings of
Coromandel . St Col mands Church, the Conven
presbytery were al/|l part of the original en
Auckland Catholic Archives.

It was such financial difficulty that made the Benedictines take over again after Fr.

Vagioli s departure in 1887. They administer
when Father Dan Murphy was appointed parish priest. Four months later, the Father

left, and was replaced by Father Fahey, who departed in August of 1890. The parish

was then again served by Auckland, until the arrival of Father Thos Doyle later in the

year.

In 1891, Father Golden was appointed, and served the parishes of Kauotunu,
Whangapoua and Coromandel. In an impressive feat, he also managed to eliminate
all debts. He was replaced in 1894, by Father. Michael Egan. He came in answer to

the Bishop Luckds open |l etter | amenting the
Awt hout the benefit of the sacraments I mmort
Cullen, 2002:100) It was during his service
was opened. The Sisterbés of Mercy working at

were invited by Mr Max King, secretary of the Coromandel Hospital Board to assist

in running the Hospital in upper town®®. This temporary placing became a full time

job and in 1899, they were asked to formally take over the hospital. Specially trained

new Si s tedfransAuckland to provide health services.. Father Egan was

followed by Fr, T.P Lynch (190471 1907) and then Fr. J Moll oy (
Mi ssionaryo, Johih1989) was thefnexeparsh pfiestor€ptaced in

1909 by Fr. A. Bowen (1909 i 1914)°’. With the outbreak of World War One, priests

66 ~

iCcentury of Coromandel Goldd 1952
" Richards & Cullen, (2002:100)
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were scarce and the Coromandel town parish was once again attend from St
Patrickods or Devonport in Auckl and.

The end of war in Europe heralded the arrival of Father Matthew Curley (1919 i

1920) a year later. A skilled administrator, Fr. Curley, oversaw many projects and

t he managed Church funds wisely. 't was duri
ever airplane visit to the Coromandel occurr
Catholic church history as it was the Bishop Cleary, arriving on an Episcopal visit by

sea-plane for Confirmation. The exciting event for which Catholic school children

received a day off school and Public school students a half day, was made even

more dramatic when the plane missed its landing mark and came down on the

beach further down. Luckily no one was hurt, although the Coromandel public school

principal was briefly caught in quicksand on the beach following the mad rush

towards the plane®®. Fr. Curley was replaced by Fr. George Michael Colgan® (1921

-?) who is remembered for his compilation of

the parish priests were Father Edward Lyons (? - 1925), Father Downey (1925 i

1927) Fr. Ryan (19287 1929) Fr. Lein (19297 1 93 0) , &ra (19300341988),

Fr. McCarthy (19331 34), Fr. Fitzpatrick (1934 1 1936), Fr. Fitzgibbon (1936 i

1940), Fr. J. Ryan (19401 1942). Fr. Flynn (19421 1945) and Fr. Fahey (1945 i

1948).

% Sister Mary Peter Mellor, Recollections
ibid, (2002:100)
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A public event in Coromandel Township, ¢.mid-20" century. The Coromandel
Citizendbs Hall can be seen peeping behind t
The even seems to be emerging from the hall.
Auckland City Libraries Special Collection Image A8803

The next parish priest, FaghmanJwithngsbhbi gsc
(Richards & Cullen, 2002:101). His parish vi
the pedestrian walks or horse treks earlier priest had taken.’ It was at this time that,

due to a drop in attendance,.lJillbhgsabeor gesods Sc
organized the 1954 refurbishment of St Col ma
by, Fathers Bergin, Doherty and Van Lieshout who are all remembered with

gratitude for easing their parish through the changes introduced by Vatican II.

Father Doherty is especially significant for his contribution to the Church furniture,

including the commission of a new Holy Water bowl, altar and lectionary. A simple

man, he famously kept ASermons short and pit
kepthiscolecti on in the fridge, I['Hehadisdfferady uncasheé
from alcoholism and tuberculosis in his earlier life, but was much loved and famous

for his kindness. Fr. Doherty was so appreciated that his funeral was attended by all

the parishionersand fiMany priest fr ofMThadettpadssher t he di
priest, Father Theo Van Lieshout, was a close friend of James K Baxter, who

featured him in his poem fAiAutumn Testament 0.
for his horticultural skills, which he used to beautify the area surrounding the church

and presbytery building.

O Richards & Cullen (2002:101)
ibid, (2002:102)
"2ibid, (2002:102)
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On November 12™, 2000, the Coromandel Roman Catholic Church, celebrated its
history with a Jubilee Pilgrimage Mass for the Catholic communities of the peninsula.
A 300 strong event, it proved the continuing presence and dedication of Coromandel

towns and peninsuladés Catholic population. A
priest, the Coromandel parish can proud of a
courage in the face of persecuti on and di sabilitieso(Tucker,
of the Catholic Church fAsuffered fines and d
particularly for sending their children to C
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1885 Letter of Declarationto Bi shop Luck i n Auckland from t
of Mercy to serve in Coromandel, stating their acceptance and dedication to their

new role.
Auckland Catholic Archives.
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1.3(iv) Development of St Georges Convent School i

The Roman Catholic school was one of the earliest educational institutions
established in the Coromandel township. There was no formal, organized education
until the arrival of institutions imposed by the 1874 Education Act. The school was
opened by Father B Fitzpatrick (The first Catholic parish priest who served the
parish from 18651 1871). The original Catholic school was a long two, roomed

buil ding, borrowed very soon after the Fathe
present church and what iltopened late ih b865 RRE A/ Ci t i z
served as school house and presbytery. The sc
correlating, as was customary, with the local church in the upper town”®. Father

Fitzpatrick ran it as head master and teacher with the helpofaMis s Smi t h, a HfAha
cast eo Ma o r-teacher, reputecarelative bf &iy George Grey, who stayed to

assist the next priest, Fat her OO6Reilly. Whi

religion, it also took in children who were not Catholics.™

In1871, prompted by the recent opening of St
Fat her Patrick OO6Reilly, named the stil]l bor
Col mandés Roman Catholic School. Apart from t
changed and FatherO6 Rei | |y continued to work as teact

aforementioned, Miss Smith and, later, a Miss Gray.

In 1879, a steadily increasing student roll and the demands of parish life”®, prompted

the new priest, Fat h e of Méray to adsist him at the scheol.t he Si s
The convent was begun by the previous priest, Father Mahoney who intended the

sisters to establish and run a convent school. ’® The Sisters of Mercy are a

missionary and teaching order of nuns, founded by Sister Catherine MacAuley in

Dublin Ireland on the 12™ of December 1831. It is a religious congregation based on

bringing relief to the disadvantaged and serving God through teaching, healing and

helping the poor, the sick, women and children’’.

3 Sister Marcienne (18.02.04)
"ibid, (18.02.04)

“"Under Fr. O6Reilly, the Cor omand e ltirepeminsiulswithzinaed been e
for the priest to travel and perform religious services. See Richards & Cullen.

“HThe convent was built and completed in 1879, Rev. F
J P Kavanagh, (1930:1)

"0O6Donnell (2001:82)
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Contextual i mage of Coromandel town c¢.19300s.

alongside the large Caledonian / Community Hall. Auckland War Memorial Museum
Image. 4270

Representatives of the order accompanied Bishop Pompallier on his later visits to
New Zealand, the first group arriving on the 9" of April 1850’®. To of f er
accommodation and open the waiting convent, Father Fox vacated the presbytery
and school. Two further rooms were added to the building to provide teaching space.
In 1882, Sisters Gabriel Leary, Barbara Comerford and Alphonsus Bolger arrived in
Coromandel. They established The Holy Name of Mary Convent in the main building
as well as St Marybés Parochi al School
new rooms. They were assisted in their schoolwork by a local lay teacher and often
had boarders staying with them.

"8 Sister Marcienne (18.02.04)

28

t

he

and

S

S

T

t



St Geo
Convent
School
¢.1930.

The Holy Name of Mary Convent
The of the Sisters of Mercy

Presbytery St Col manés Roman

Detailed view of Image 4 showing all the different elements of the collection of
Catholic church buildings and t hheotheel at i ons
buildings on site. The two class rooms known to have been added to the back of the
school put this photo inthe mid-1 9 3 006 s .
Auckland War Memorial Museum Image 4270 Crop Detalil

Simmonds describes the sister ferwosnenivNoo pi ous
ifitackled the roaring settlementséand with qgu
and more quickly than the legendarygun-hung t own tamers. o0o(1980: 6
poetically, but most accurately he goes on t
local school and their skill as nurses which made them invaluable to Catholics and

Protestants alike.o0(1980:67) Nonetheless, th
from Auckland and the main convent was too much for some sisters. On July 3",

SisterMar y Bertrand wrote to the Bishop to resic

S
I

a decision of conscienceo, while the rowdy a
influence on Sister Mary Peter Cleaver Joseph who asks to leave for a more severe
and disciplinaryorder over seas, as fiwWhat has happened

welfare of my immortal soul liesin (your-t he Bi shop®%s) power . o

¥ Bishop Luck Files (1988:33/3)
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The St Georgeds School, the | arge Hall l i ke

for various different teaching.
Auckland Catholic Archives

The Sisters taught a normal school programmed with time allowed for the teaching

of catechism and the scriptures. In a less secular age, they provided lessons on

standards and moral obligations.®® The school in its original two-room format at the

convent was composed of dual branches. The F
attended by one and all and used as a basic grounding in reading, writing and

arithmetic as well as scripture and catechism. The fee was one penny a week, which
wasmoreofadonati on and taken only if the family
Select or Superior school was housed in the adjoining room and was higher

education for older children. It would elaborate in all areas and possibly develop,

music, French or Latindependi ng on t he knowl edge of the Si

school at the time. This double school syste
presumably the space being divided to accommodate two separate lessons.?* The
Sisterdéds of Mercy al | CffciallpHad reo property, batthe poverty,

realities of maintaining the convent, school and themselves demanded financial

ability. While donations of food, supplies and money from generous parishioners

were helpful, the Al penny atwaalkko tdhehsolstfea
to supplement the school and convent income by giving private lessons of music, art

and embroidery.®? The importance of these means of income is obvious in the

conventos financial | edger for Mawnd@&@&03, whi
earnings from the Parochial school while the Music lessons alone brought in 10

pounds and 15. Earlier in March of the same year, the Parochial church earned 1

pound 3 and 7 while a Concert held in St Geo
pounds and 17. Other income came from boarders who lived with the Sisters, as

well as the sales of stationary, books and excess produce grown in the Convent

garden. I n December of 1905, the ASale of La

8 sister Marcienne (18.02.04)
8 Sister Marcienne (18.02.04)
8ibid, (1973:20)
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and 6 in a mhmrtoh WwWhrerse® f%c ne F Aslthe pumbensdf 6 and
Catholic families sending children t'o St Geo
century, this became the major source of income.

A curious event relating to the school occurred in 1884, when during the service of
Father Naboa (1884 - 1885), the well-meaning priest in an attempt to defray the
costs of church insurance, accidentally sold the still borrowed school building.
Presumably all was resolved as the school remained open. Although the numbers in
school attendance remained steady and gradually increasing from year to year, the
cramped and overused space in the two classrooms reinforced the need for a proper
schoolhouse.

This issue was first formally addressed on the 17" of January 1897, when the Parish

Counci l met to fAiConsider matters regarding a
new, larger schoolhouse was needed. Mr John Lynch (The same generous

benefactor who had earlier donated | and for
subscribed 10 poundsto el i mi nate the need for a mortgaft

contributed 10 pounds in church donation towards construction. Other members
donated accordingly. Father Egan planned and organized the construction of the

school, which took 37 4 monthsandcost 360 pounds. The St Geordg
School was formally opened onthe 22™of Apri |, 1897 when a @ Mus
Gatheringo was held to celebrate the opening
New Convent School Room) on April 22", 1897 at 7.30 for8 p m. I n 1898, a qc
Art Uniono Prize draw was held to APay debt
buildingo with tickets selling for 1 shillin
and splendido prizes. The new conwhbeeome school

an enclave of Catholic buildings, right along side the church and in front of the

convent proper. Sister Mary Peter Mellor who attended the school, remembers that

AOnly a fence separated the Church from the
school clothes, barefootedéo for 6Confirmatio

#¥Sistero6s of Mercy Convent Ledger, overall earning fo
A2, 10 and 9 for School Feeso (1905: 45)
%sSister Mary Peter Mellor, quoted in a 6Reminiscing S
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ART UNION IN AID OF ST. GEORGE'S
SCHOOL, COROMANDEL.

TH-ll;:ﬁr:?"uwing are the wioning num-
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6The Grand Art Union to pay the Debt on St
Coromandel 6 Auckland and the |l ucky prize
Auckland Catholic Archives.

For the next 40 years, the Roman Catholic school was housed in this large hall

space. Students were taken across the street to the District High School for end of
yearexams®. The St Georgeds Convent School was
fancy dress ball held each year for a long time and open to all members of the

public.

The School roll varied, fluctuating with seasons and times when children could not

get to school or were needed to assist paren
opened in 1897, there were 37 boys and 70 girls on the register. Of these 28 boys

and 60 girls attended regularly to be taught by 4 sisters. 88 children attended school

everyday, out of a total of 670 Catholics.®®

In 1941, with a roll of only 15 students and 3 sisters?, St Georgeds Conven
was cl osed. Mr Ces OFattyo6é6 Adams, a | ocal wh
that in,

AAbout 1939 or 1940, the Convent school cl os
footersd to publ i c s c haotieldisapppibtédiodindihatthey) per h a
were just ordinary %®or mal kids just | ike wus.

Although the school itself was no longer working, the private teaching of art and
musi c, nonetheless remained and AMany | ocal

the C o n v & nrhigended in late 1944, with the final departure of the Sisters.

®HCoromandel Schools, 100 yearso (1973:20)

8 parish Papers (1897)

H"Coromandel Schools, 100 yearso (1973:20)
BACel eprachomol ing in Coromandel 6(1998: 22)
¥ACoromandel Schools, 100 yearso (1973:20)
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Late 19" c e n t ury photograph of the St Georgeods
towards the Eastern wall. Four Nuns and a lay sister attend to the large school roll,
all taught in different corners of the same space. Structural and finishing details are
visible.
Auckland Catholic Archives.

The Convent was sold to Mr W C Frazer and later demolished, while the school

building itself was purchased by Mr Harry Denize who promptly sold it to the

Coromandel Returned Services Association. Today, there is no Roman Catholic

School in the Coromandel township. Again, Mr Ces Adams poignantly summarizes

the historical i mportance of the Catholic sc

fiNuns in their pairs, but now, gone another piece of history fading as the convent
and its schooling was obviously ¥ very stron

Dibid, (1998:22)
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(v) The Returned Services Association in Coromandel

The Coromandel branch of the Retywased Servic
formed in 1932. °* Until 1950 the RSA met at various venues around the township.

In 1950 the Coromandel RSA purchased the St Georges Convent School from Mr
Denize. The intention was to demolish the building and build a new Hall. The RSA
records show that a sum of money was paid to Albert Goldwater (architect of the
Beth Shalom Synagogue in Manukau Rd, Auckland)). Itis probable that he
produced a concept plan for the RSA. The project did not proceed. Instead the
RSA used the school hall for social rooms and significant meetings, and used the
school room at the back of the hall as a supper room and for committee meetings.

From this time the hall became one of the main venues in the township for dances
and for sports and social groups. The Saturday night dance at the RSA Hall was an
institution in the 1950s and 1960s. The RSA added the lean-to room on the Eastern
side of the Hall, toilets and a lobby area were built on the side at the street frontage,
and the lean-to at the rear extended to form a kitchen and meeting room.

The other grand social space in Coromandel, the Caledonian Hall, was built next to

St Georgedés School around 1900, al most again
building was the main venue for public gatherings in Coromandel prior to 1950s. It

was sold by the TCDC recently and has now been demolished.

In 1965 the RSA offered the building to the Coromandel County Council, on the

proviso of sole access to the annex area they had built and preferential and free use

of the hall. Council accepted the offer and took over ownership and responsibility for

the building in 1965. The hallwasre-named t he Cor omandel Citi zel

In 1985 the RSA facilities were extended and improved. A one off fee of $5 was
charged to all Coromandel ratepayers to fund the proposed improvements. New
toilet facilities were built at the back of the building and a new commercial kitchen
fitted into the back area.

In 1999 a flag pole was fitted to the side of the entry to the RSA rooms, and an
honours board established.

Many community groups have used the hall facilities; the Coromandel knitters,
embroiderers, wainscotters, cottagers, netball, indoor bowls, dance groups and
politicians.

1 p.124 In Search of the Rainbow
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(vi) Architectural Style

The Coromandel Ci t i rzge, tinsbér budding. Theiprenarpeleména i n, | a
is the hall, a single volume gabled space set with its long axis at right angles to the

street, and with a formalized gable end to the street. The roof at the rear of the hall is

hi pped over a 0 sreaugneraus anaillanalean-tbstetne eastarn

side of the building and at the back. It is sited close to Kapanga Road. In 1897,

when it was constructed, the building had two formal entrances, both with gabled

porches. One entrance was centred on the street gable, the other was on the

eastern side of the building facing St Col ma
building was clearer in form and more formal in appearance than it is now with the

small gables removed and many lean-tos added.

The hall is a large volume for a free-standing timber structure. The scale and size of
the hall express the institutional use of the building and the status that the school
was intended to have in the local community. The open hall plan was typical of
school buildings at that time. The first section of the Coromandel District School built
in 1879 was a single volume hall, a space which has since been divided.

The original exterior appearance of the building is very similar to the Coromandel
School of Mines, just up the road, a smaller building with a very similar form, and
some common detail such as the label mouldings over the windows and the gabled
entry porch.

Cumul ative additions to the eastern side of
t o0 f r oesttotthe backsotthe hall. These additions are very pragmatic; the

plumbing has been fixed to the exterior of the corrugated iron cladding, the joinery

varies in appearance, size and type (both timber and aluminium have been used)

and has been placed without consideration for the overall exterior appearance of the

building. All these rooms have been built into the ground. The additions at the rear of

the building, the concrete block toilets and the internalized supper room are even

more pragmatic. These changes have overwhelmed the simple dignity of this

building

John Stacpoole coined the p“tadassridebdildihgassi cal
in the colonial settlements of the mid to late 19" c ent ur vy , It was AEcono
than anything else (thatywer e a reason for a uni®versal pl ai

Unlike the secular, public schools, Catholic parish schools, even after the 1885

Planary Council, were only constructed when needed and commissioned. When the

request came it was usually a mad rush to obtain materials, organize contractors

and construct the school itself. The constru
seems to have lasted 3-5 months, a tribute to the skill of craftsmen.

92 Stacpoole (1976:28)
9 Sister Marcienne (18.02.04)

36



Up until very recently Catholic schools were independent,priv at e i nsti tuti ons
people had to contribute a c*forbuildhgr abl e pr op

In nineteenth century New Zealand, the culture was predominantly British, all

buildings in New Zeal and we ¥ BRathérithardaditerald on Br
and unconsidered transplanting of European architectural form, there was certain

flexibility which did result in a uniqgue New Zealand school vernacular. The school

house is a space of function and a wasi ver sal
built with room for an expandinfcentwy | 6, the
demanded adjustable spaces that could serve multiple purposes and allow

cooperative ease of use. Almost all schools were a sort of social center, a classroom

during the day, a space for private lessons of music and art in the afternoon and a

citizens hall for meetings and dances in the evening. In the Coromandel of later

years, the former convent school would (often on the same day) change from dance

hall, to RSA meeting space and even a congregational center for the Coromandel

Mormon community.®

The schoolhouse is a hall, an internal space. The interior of the hall is plain, almost

severe. The walls and ceilings were originally finished in tongued and grooved

boards. These remain on the ceilings and on the uncovered sections of the walls.

The ceiling is vaulted, following the pitch of the roof to just above the mid-line of the

rise. Three metal rod truss chord ties cross the room at eaves height and are fixed

with rod ties at the centre of their spans. At the street frontage the ceiling is sculpted

to form a deep reveal for the top window of the tri-part window configuration which is

a feature of the street elevation. Along the centre of the ceiling are three planted,

fretted timber roses, ceiling vents. The pri
which allowed light in but did not %l low pup
Many school houses were constructed based on
squaref eet of s p acWhilepneheoryamdiofigihalld sexes were

separated during lessons, this rule could only be enforced in towns. In the

settlements time, finances and resources made teaching of not only both sexes but

also different ages in the same space and the same time necessary.

*ibid, (1976:72)

% Mace (2000:4)

% Wishnowsky (2002:104)
% Mace (2000:4)

%ibid, (2000:4)
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A sketched plan with some described measurement details drawn by Fr. Egan in
1898 for the annual Bishops report.
Auckland Catholic Archives.

The exterior is also plain. The street frontage was given some emphasis, the detall
of the gable, the gabled entry porch, the tri-part centre windows, the label mouldings
over the windows. This emphasis lifts the aesthetic appearance of this important
frontage. It is grand in scale.

The 1890s was a period of consolidation and expansion. Large additions were

being made to various schools throughout the
had a simple aesthetic. The highly symmetrical arrangement of the main, street

fagade and church side elevation, as first built, was reinforced by the central porches

the tri-part high central window, and the symmetrically placed, large double hung

windows. The street facade and church side of the building were designed as the

more important sides of the building and featured the gabled porches. Soon after

the building was built another hall, the Caledonian Hall, was built on the section

immediately to the West of the building blocking this elevation from view. The rear

elevation of the building was simply functional.

The architecturalst yl e of St Georgeds School, althoug
equivalent buildings of this period in the cities, is similar to other institutional

buildings of this period in Coromandel, such as the Coromandel District School or

Driving Creek School. The scale of the building, and its design clearly

demonstrates how significant schooling was in the changing society of the late 19™

century.
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1.4 STATEMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Historical / Social Significance

The Cor omandel Cinstratesamité achitdaureland doemtbe
historical philosophies and customs of Catholic education for children in the New
Zealand at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century. It is an expression of the short but incredibly intense development period of
Coromandel in the late nineteenth century.

The building is evidence of the development of Coromandel township and the place
of the Catholic community in Coromandel.

The size of the school building / hall demonstrates the significance of Coromandel
as a population center in 1897, not only in relation to the Catholic community but
also the non-Catholic individuals who were also involved with the school.

The Hall is a space available to the community i a vital role when the fact that very

few spaces of such scale exist is considered. It provides a large area for the
communityoés cultural as well as more serious
bombé natural disaster the Hall wmwos used as
fulfilling a function as a place for activities, functions and training.

The building has been associated with the Coromandel RSA since 1951, and is part
of the history of that organization. The RSA gifted the building to the people of
Coromandel.

The building has been a gathering place and venue for events since 1951 and has
been integral to social life in Coromandel since that time.

Archaeological Significance

The building and its grounds are an archaeological site under the Historic Places Act
(1993) see section F.2.

Architectural / Aesthetic Significance

Although austere, well used and plain in style, the building is grand in size and
displays a formality which indicates the presence of the Catholic community and the
importance of education in Coromandel. Most of the building fabric and form is
intact, providing a good example of educational building practice in 1897. The
building clearly demonstrates late nineteenth century educational attitudes and
design.

The planning of the building demonstrates the attitude towards education and the
physical requirements that had to be met.
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The modern hall and original St Georgebs sch
school / hall spaces in the district, which are all correspondingly simple, utilitarian

and plain. It is, furthermore the only building built expressly for the Catholic church of

the late nineteenth century standing on its original site and maintaining aspects of

spatial forms, structural details and materials left in what was an enclave of services

and spaces for the Catholic community.

Cultural Landscape

The buildings of the Catholic community d&écon
element in the Coromandel townscape. The school / hall was always the largest

structure, a symbol of the educational importance as well as the financial, spiritual

and physical investment of the Coromandel people in school structures This is

further reinforced by the Hall és prominent p
sincere example of a very common but now less common building type. Although

not an exceptional building when considered on independent merits, it makes a vital

contextual contribution as a vital aspect and historical reference in the interpretation

of Coromandel as it once was.
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PART II. CONSERVATION POLICY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this document is to provide a tool that can be used to guide the

future care and use of the Coromandel Citize
affecting the building are considered. The document is intended to enhance the

meaning of the building to the community by encouraging the understanding of its

history and an appreciation of its qualities. It is hoped that the story told in this

document will stimulate further research of the history of the school and the

Coromandel RSA, and the role that this building has played in that history.

This report has been funded by the Coromandel Community Council on behalf of the
owners, the Thames Coromandel District Council. The requirements of Thames
Coromandel District Council, the owners, and those of the Coromandel Community
Council, who administer the building, are considered. The continued use of the
building and its intimate relationship with the community, are fundamental to the
success of the conservation of the structure.

Other organisations also have an interest in the building. The future care of the
building may also depend on further funding from outside sources. The building is
scheduled by the TCDC as Item #38 on the Coromandel Township heritage Study.

It is not currently scheduled by the New Zealand Historic Places Trust . If any work is
to be carried out on the building it will be necessary to apply to the TCDC for
Building Consent and Resource Consent. An application would be assessed against
the requirements of relevant Statutory Codes, the Building Act (1991) in particular. It
is essential that these organisations are supportive in the process, and have a clear
understanding of the conservation issues involved. The responsibilities of these
external authorities, and how their requirements may influence processes of change,
has been considered in formulating the conservation policies.

2.2 METHODOLOGY

In order to determine appropriate conservation policies for the building, the entire

structure has been inspected and described and the existing archival records of the

development of the building have been researched. From this information an
assessment has been made of the Heritage Val
parts. The Heritage Values are intended to clearly guide which conservation

processes (as defined in the ICOMOS (NZ) Charter) are appropriate for each part of

the building and to ensure that any changes, including maintenance and repair, will

not destroy the cultural heritage significance of the place.

In determining the conservation policies for the building a thorough visual survey has
been undertaken. The description of the building which follows is based on this
survey and on documentary evidence found which has helped to explain the history
of development of the building. This description incorporates the Assessment of
Heritage Value. n the Survey of Physical) and from this we have derived the specific



recommendations included in the survey which relate to the building fabric. The
requirements of regulatory authorities and other interested parties (the Thames
Coromandel District Council, New Zealand Historical Places Trust, the New Zealand
Fire Service etc.) are considered in section 2.4(i). The TCDC is the Territorial
Authority responsible for the administration of the Resource Management Act, and
the Building Act. Section 2.4(ii) considers the requirements of the property owner,
the Thames Coromandel District Council, and how these may impact on the cultural
heritage significance of the building. policy recommendations. The Summary of
Conservational Principles which comes at the end of the report is a general
conclusion and should be read along with the more specific recommendation of the
Guiding Conservation Principles of section 2.5(ii).

Consideration has also been given to the existing condition of the building.
The Summary of Conservational Principles at the end of this document are the
essential values which should be applied, by all involved, to protect the building as a

place of cultural heritage value and to ensure that the future development of the
building is appropriately managed.
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2.3 SURVEY OF PHYSICAL CONDITION AND ASSESSMENT OF
HERITAGE VALUE

2.3(i) Introduction

The building as it stands is evidence of the events and activities which led to the
establishment of Catholic education in the Coromandel township. It is evidence of
the prevailing philosophies of Catholic schooling at the time it was built (1897),
through the entire period of its use up to 1951. From that time to the present it has
been home to the RSA and a gathering place for other community activities. It is
evidence of the social history of the community.

The fabric of the building, its walls, windows etc. are the physical embodiment of the
building technologies current at the time it was built and they are considered in
assessing the significance of the fabric of the building.

The Heritage Values given are highest for components of the building which date

from the earliest period of the building. There are also many changes which have

been made to the building which still remain in place. These changes largely date

from the 19506s, 19806s and recently, and ha
heritage significance. In assessing Heritage Value, account has been given to the

fact that the building is on its original site. It is still on the former school grounds and

retains its original orientation. It is now the only original structure standing on the

former church property.

The following is a description of the building as it stands. Below each description are

the heritage values. These values are intended to guide any processes undertaken

on the building, as defined in t&lEOMOSEcti on 0
(NZ) Charter (Appendix One). Heritage values represent the assessment of the

cultural significance of each element described. These values have been attributed

to large elements or rooms. All other elements, unless separately noted, should be

considered to have the significance of the space or element in which they occur.

The conservation processes for spaces or elements of these values are:

Heritage Value 3 Of great significance
Work on spaces or elements of great significance is
limited to non-intervention, maintenance, stabilization,
repair.

Heritage Value 2 Significant
These items should be preserved and protected where
this does not conflict with the conservation of items of
higher significance. Building fabric and spaces with a
Heritage Value of 2 may be adapted to new uses,
otherwise work must be limited to maintenance,
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stabilization, restoration, reconstruction and
reinstatement.

Heritage Value 1 Of little Significance
It is preferable to retain these items. Removal may be
justified where this facilitates the recovery of overall
significance. Any modifications must not conflict with
items of a higher Heritage Value.

Neg. Of no Significance
These items may be retained for practical or functional
reasons as long as they do not obscure components or
sections of the building with Heritage Values of 2 or 3. If
possi ble parts of the buildingods
be removed.

Int. Intrusive
Detracts from the heritage significance of the place.
These items should be removed or concealed.
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2.3(ii) Exterior Survey

General Exterior and Context

From the street the building is a prominent feature of the townscape. It is slightly set
back from the street frontage, with a small paved area by the footpath. There is no
remaining physical evidence of the gabled entry porch. The building as previously
described, is primarily a large, single volume hall, with ancillary rooms within lean-to
areas down the Eastern side and at the back of the building. The long axis of the
hall runs back from the street. The street elevation is formal, a tall gable with
formally placed large openings. The other elevations of the building are now less
formal as a consequence of the changes made to the building.

A long lean-to extends from the street the length of the hall on the Northern frontage
of the building- this area is the RSA rooms. At the back of the building is a
remarkably agricultural porch which extends out from the supper room, a lean-to
right across the back of the hall and, to the back of this, a stark concrete block toilet
area has been bluntly added. From the back and Northern side of the building the
detail of the hall and most of its form has been obscured by these additions.

The site slopes marginally down from the road from North to South and from the
front to the rear. Since 1897 the roadway has built up. The building is now below
road level and on the Northern side the RSA rooms are dug into the ground.
Attempts have been made to resolve problems arising from this, the most visible of
these is the concrete strip poured along the base of the building down this side.

The originally spacious site was a precinct, an enclave of buildings serving the
Catholic community of the Coromandel and surrounding area. Today, the site has
been subdivided, and the hall sits tightly on its site. It is the only building that
remains from the early period of development of the property. The relationship of the
building to the street is as originally built, the street facade acting as a frontispiece
and grand fa-ade. The relationship of the bu
grounds reinforces the long association of this place with the Catholic church.

The southern side of the building was obscured from view by the Caledonian Hall,
built around 1900. The house which now neighbours the building on this side was
built within the Caledonian Hall during the 1980s, then the hall was demolished to
reveal it. A concrete block wall was built along the boundary at this time.

The exterior of the building retains its form but not its finishes.
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General Exterior / Context

Exterior of Hall
Form of Hall

Lean-to at street
Other lean-tos
Relationship to street
Rel ationship to St3Col manés
Street vistas 3

Grounds Neg.

t.

WS P Www

East Elevation / Exterior Front Facade North and East Facades from
Burgess & Treep, February 2004 Kapanga Road , the building to the

righti s St Col mands Churcl
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

Looking North frbm the fot pat on Kapanga Road.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Roof

Although the entire building complex is now roofed in painted corrugated iron,
Photographic evidence indicates that the roo
building was once clad in shingles. The photographic evidence shows that this was

replaced a decade or two later. The roof over the main hall space, as previously

described, is a long single gable, hipped at the rear end. A long lean-to roof

covering the RSA meeting rooms runs down the side of the building on the Northern

side, and further lean-tos have been added to the rear of the building and now

emphasize the cascading disjunction of form. On the main roof elements of the

original ogee profiled metal spouting remain, none in functional condition. In general

the spouting is PVC. The original structure possessed two porches, each individually

gabled and roofed, one to the street the oth

Heritage Value

Original Roof Form 3
Original porches 3
RSA lean-to roof 1
Lean-to roofs at rear of building Neg.
Metal spouting 2
Spouting Neg.
Ventilation Units Neg
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Looking towards the North and East Facades from Kapanga Road showing the
principle roof over the hall and the lean-to roof over the RSA rooms.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Exterior Elevations
Kapanga Road / East Elevation

This is the principle elevation of the building. It is the gable end of the hall with the
end of the RSA lean-to on the eastern side. There are separate entrances to the
hall and to the RSA rooms. Documentary evidence clearly shows a gabled porch
entry to the hall centred on the main gable.

The broad, stepped barge boards are formally composed, with reeded edges and
planted mouldings. The barge boards are finished with plain rolled metal flashings
and a wide board soffit which is scribed to the weather boards. Directly below the
gable apex is a louvered, pentagonal ventilation panel is recessed directly below the
gable apex. The framed opening is topped with a miniature triangulate gable,
mirroring the symmetry of the elevation. The entire elevation is enveloped in
rusticated, shiplap weatherboards. These recently renewed kauri boards are painted
white, are continuous. While unifying the facades of the main building and lean on,
they destroy the original intended formal symmetry. A prominent triptych window is
pushed up against the ventilation opening. The central window, glazed in four
panels, is stepped up and framed at the top with eyebrow mouldings, a repeated
detail. Following the line of the middle window panel, the mouldings step down to
frame the tops of the smaller, double glazing panel side windows. Further down the
facade, a pair of large, double hung windows reinforce the symmetry. One on either
side of the main entry door, they are reinforced by a single, vertical glazing bar and
possess four glazed panels. Both are formally finished with stepped down eyebrow
moulds The windows are finished with heavy sills and moulded, volute like brackets
at the bottom. Along with the window joinery, they appear crisp and new, evidence of
recent renewal. The remodeled and relatively recent main entry way is a recessed,
square opening framed by plain facings. The introverted walls taper in and are lined
with vertical tongue and grove battens. A flat sheet and batten soffit tops the
unglazed, paneled, solid double doors. At the bottom, they are finished with plain,
beveled skirting. The floor of this 6dReverse
weatherboard pattern goes right to the ground, abruptly finishing at the street level
without any formal or compositional device. The RSA lean-to is connected
seamlessly to the main hall fagade, further reinforcing re-cladding. The main
entrance is via a slim, solid paneled door with 6 glazed top panels and a wide,
prominent muntin rail. Theleant o possessd® no mouldings or ot
match the main facade. Directly above the door are a double silver fern logo and
above this, a tBAéesdgmensi dhalg eBst i s atte
hand corner of the lean to elevation.
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Burgess & Treep Architects

The Tripartite window at the top of the Eastern / main street front facade showing the
pentagonal louvered ventilation panel above, step-down eye brow moulding over
and volutes supporting the sill.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004.
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One of the two large, double hung windows on each side of the main entrance and
detail of the heavy cills and wooden volute corbels. The windows are crisp and new
and appear to have been replaced.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The connection between the main hall building and the RSA lean-to is seamless,
indicating that the present weatherboards are not original. On the right, the RSA lean
on, Note RSA signs and the flag pole and St
down pipe can be seen in the lower corner.
Burgess& Treep, February 2004
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The abrupt finish of the front facade at the concrete block pavement in front.
Burgess& Treep, February 2004

The RSA lean to, with expse down pipe and slightly buried lowest weatherboard.
Burgess& Treep, February 2004
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The well worn threshold of the RSA lean to entrance.
Burgessé& Treep, February 2004

The two etranceways of the Eastern / main street facade. Neither are ognal

Burgess& Treep, February 2004
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Street frontage/ Eastern Elevation. Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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East Elevation Heritage Values

Hall Gable End

Hall end gable

Removed entry gable

Barges & soffit

Tri-part high window

Vent over window

Label mouldings over windows
Double hung windows

Volute brackets beneath cill
Recessed entryway to hall
Weatherboards (not original)

Overall

RSA Lean-to End

Door to RSA

Weatherboards (not original)
Flagpole at corner of lean-to
Proprietary concrete pavers

Overall
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South Elevation

Originally, the Southern elevation faced the former Caledonian Hall. A narrow patch
of ground divides the hall from the neighbouring private house. The edge of the
corrugated iron roof finishes in a large fascia. There are remnants of the original
metal spouting still. The original spouting has been replaced by PVC guttering. The
exterior is clad in cement sheet, covering the entire facade down to the exposed
Puriri piles which support the building. These are in surprisingly good condition. An
abrupt disjunction in the facade is created by the toilet facility lean-to at the back of
the hall. This addition is constructed of bare concrete block. Its separate, corrugated
iron roof is faced with a slim fascia. There is no spouting to this area of the building.
Formerly, four large casement windows, ( matching those now blocked inside the
hall by paintings on the North wall), provided light and ventilation down this side of
the building. Two windows remain at the Street end of the wall. The windows to the
rear of the building have been blocked by the new sheet cladding. The windows are
very large, double hung, sashes with heavy sills. Their crisp framing elements that
match the new look of those on the front facade, indicate that they have most likely
been replaced during restorations. There are plain, recently applied facings to the
window openings. A wooden framed and steel barred window with a concrete block
sill provides light for the toilet lean-on. A low concrete block wall has been built down
the boundary on this side of the building.

Form of hall 3
Hall cladding Neg.
Remaining original windows 3
Timber fascia & orig. spouting 2
Double hung Windows 3
Exposed sub-floor 1
Toilet Lean-to Int.
Conc. Block body wall Int.

The exterior, Southern Elevation of the building. The change in material from
weatherboard to plain, sheet cement cladding is abrupt. Note the two remaining
windows.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Burgess & Treep

The rear of the Southern Elevation, looking along from the narrow separation
between the Hall and the neighbouring section towards the street. Another abrupt
change in material is evident at is the junction with the concrete block toilet
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

Left; Window and wall. Right: Looking down the Southern side of the building from the
street
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Left; A view of the concrete block retaining wall along the boundary line from the

street. Centre: Base of corner at street. Right: Detail of the exposed Puriri piles on

which the main hall structure of the building rests down this side of the building.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

North Elevation

The predominant element down this side of the building is the RSA lean-to to the
street and the other lean-tos at the rear of the building. The form of the hall rises
above but is visually recessive.

The low-pitched roof of the RSA lean-to is corrugated iron, stepping down from the
peaked apex of the main hall space. As already mentioned, this casual descent
detracts from the formality of the hall and front facade. Remnants of the old, metal
spouting are attached to the fascia of the main hall building and visible just before
the step down to the lean-to. The RSA lean-to is clad in a collage of painted and
patched, vertical corrugated iron. This runs the entire length of the hall behind. PVC
spouting is directly fixed to the planted fascia of the lean-to. Numerous service
pipes have been surface fixed to the cladding and are very unattractive. The metre
board is also set into this wall. An assortment of windows of various shapes and
sizes pierce the fagade. Those closest to the street are small casement style timber
joinery. The windows to the kitchen and RSA meeting room are aluminium joinery.
The walls end abruptly at the ground. The c.g.i. cladding runs into the ground and a
concrete strip has been poured against the building right along this wall.

From the rear corner of the hall other lean-to structure have been added, a hipped
lean-to directly behind the hall, and a further lean-to beyond to cover the concrete

block toilet area behind, which ends on this side as a very plain porch. The hipped
lean-to is similarly finished to the RSA rooms. The porch is framed in plain timber,
with the c.g.i. roofing simply folded down the face of the rafter edge and no linings.
The concrete block wall of the ablutions area is visible beyond this.
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North Elevation Heritage Values

Hall roof form 3
Hall fascia & spouting remnants 3
Original gabled porch (historical) 3
RSA lean-to 1
Timber joinery Neg.
Aluminium joinery Int.
Exposed plumbing services Int.
Meter board Neg.
c.g.i. cladding 1
timber framed porch Neg
concrete block wall Int.

The RSA lean to / Northern Elevation of Building.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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. Burgess & Treep Architects
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Looking back towards the street along the Northern facade.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The roof step down to the RSA lean to. A ventilation shaft, PVC guttering on the lean
to as well as remnants of the original caught around metal guttering on the main hall
roof are visible.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Exposed guttering, down pipes and service pipes. The framed, wooden window is
the only one in the kitchen and supper room facility that backs on to the main hall
space.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004

West Elevation / Rear of Building

The rear of the building is dominated by the bluntly functional additions made to the
back of the building. The hipped end of the hall, as on the Northern elevation of the
building, is a background element. The kitchen/supper room roof continues the pitch
and form of the RSA lean to, and is hipped at the return on the Northern corner. The
06doubl-end eafn t he ki tandteilatblsckgrepte an interesting
layering effect. The first lean-on, the kitchen/supper room, is clad in various pieces
of corrugated iron pdowhédpwhnt eg.rdmnéahes ost
guttering are evident. The entrance to the space is via a doorway distinguished by
an astonishing hand built escutcheon bolt visible on the inside. The soffit of the
extremely utilitarian porch is constructed of exposed timber framing, covered with
the omnipresent corrugated iron. The rafters of the kitchen/supper room lean roof
project through the cladding above the step down to the toilet block. This second
lean-on is constructed of concrete blocks on a concrete slab floor, it is a recent and
very unattractive addition. Narrow windows, with wooden framing, pierce the facade
from the toilet cubicles. A large, double window of glazed louvers is similarly framed
with a concrete block sill. Service pipes and down pipes are attached directly to the
wall. The pervading structural approach is utility and functional pragmatism. The end
facade of the Northern RSA lean-to is within the scope of this elevation and is simply
defined by a plain, narrow barge board of the roof and simple a framed wooden
door. The facade is clad in corrugated iron painted white. The door in this wall is
rotting as a consequence of standing water. This is the low point of the property and
there is no step up from the ground into the building.

6C



West Elevation Heritage Values

Hall roof form 3
Hall fascia & spouting 3
RSA lean-to 1
Door to RSA Neg.
Supper Room lean-to Neg.
Door to supper room Neg.
Porch Neg.
Concrete block toilets Int.
Windows Neg.
PVC Spouting Int.
Exposed services Int.

The Western / or back facade looking from the back yard. The layering affect is
obvious with the kitchen / supper room facility attached to the main hall space, and
in turn connected to the concrete block toilet facility. Note the unpainted roof.
Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004
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The concrete block toilets. Note the exposed rafter ends of the supper room beyond.
Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004
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The exposed rafter and corrugated iron roofed porch with the door way that enters into
the kitchen and supper room facility. The plain door at the left opens into the RSA
meeting room. Note the staining & mould growth in this corner.

Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004

The disjointed layering of the back, Western fagade is prominent. The main hall roof steps
down to the kitchen and supper room roofing. The corrugated iron cladding is cut around the
exposed rafters.

Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004
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The RSA lean to door at the back of the lounge. The corner is very mouldy and door frame is
rotting.
Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004
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2.3(iii) Interior Survey

Hall Interior

The interior hall space is single open space. The ceiling is vaulted and finished in
wide tongued grooved and reeded boards, which run from the front to the back of
the hall. The timber structure of the roof is concealed by the ceiling. Spanning across
the vaulted ceiling space are metal ties chords for the timber trusses within the roof
space. The vaulted ceiling is recessed as an angled reveal to express the stepped
three part window at the street end. It follows the hipped form of the roof at the rear.
All the intersections are butted, except on the transom. Four beautifully cut, and very
delicate fretted roses acting as ceiling air ventilation vents are spaced evenly along
the ceiling. Ventilation was an obsession for the Victorian era and the circulation of
air was deemed essential for good health. The ceiling roses allow the free ventilation
from the classroom into the ceiling space. This natural ventilation system is
completed by the louvers at the top of the front wall. Fluorescent lights are now
attached to applied boards attached to the cornice line and a net has been fixed
across the room at this level. Stepping down from the ceiling on the Southern wall of
the hall interior is a bulk head formed out of sheet material. While it is obvious that it
is not original its purpose is no known and cannot be ascertained without further
investigation. A theatrical drop down or proscenium is located directly above the
stage at the Western end of the hall space. Formed of vertical, reeded, tongue and
groove boards it is braced by diagonal, wooden trusses behind the panel and
attached to the ceiling.

Comparing photographsof t he ori gi nal i nterior of St
the modern day space of the hall, there have been significant changes to the interior
walls. The interior wall of the main street facade still retains evidence of the original
finish, its horizontally clad, reeded, tongued and grooved boards remain in the upper
half of the wall and come down to the line of a planted bead. The lower half of the
wall is covered in white painted, flat sheet material. Regrettably this is the only
remaining area of original wall finish left, elsewhere all the walls of the space, are
finished in flat sheet material which has either replaced or been laid on top of the
original interior cladding. Joinery details are slightly too clean to be original, their
sharp newness indicating significant repair and replacement. A plywood panel and
timber battened dado, not an original element, has been fixed right around the
entire space. In the South Western corner, the dado steps up to head height
wainscoting in the same ply, battened material. The dado is gracefully finished at
floor level by skirting boards, elegantly defined by a single moulded edge.
Permanent fixtures and installed furniture in the hall is composed of a stage
prominently located in the back quarter of the hall space as well as bench seating
running the full length of both the Northern and Southern walls of the interior. A
wooden bar / counter is fixed in the North Eastern corner of the hall space. All of
these elements are later additions and do not contribute to the heritage significance
of the structure.

The floor has been extensively restored, renovated and even replaced. It is a
veritable patchwork of original wide board, timber strip flooring and narrow
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hardboard. New floor boards were inserted when repairs to the sub-floor area of the

building were made at various and unrecorded times. At the main double entrance, a

particle board insert completes this eclectic collage of flooring options. In the sub-
floor itself, original Puriri piles in relatively good condition contrast visible with more
recent jack studs or original piles with driven wedge additions. The evidence of
repair work is obvious.

Of the original 11 windows that illuminated and ventilated the space, 5 remain. The
other openings have been made blank or otherwise expressed but closed in. On the
main, eastern front facade all of the original windows remain, including the large,
symmetrical openings each side of the entrance and the tripartite window at the top.
There are a combination of flat mouldings and moulded architraves on the interior.
The windows on the north and south walls of the interior have all been blocked bar
two. The fenestration of the Northern wall, once a major facade looking towards St
Col mandés Church, has b ebgpantindgs afsdasde and n d
pastoral views. On the opposite southern wall, the two windows towards the back
have been similarly blocked, but, regrettably, without paintings, while the other two
towards the front of the building are still functioning as they originally were. All of
these less important windows possess flat architraves and plainer, simple wooden
framing. The framing of all windows within the hall space, as already mentioned, is
very clean, crisp and well maintained, suggesting recent renovation and possibly
even complete replacement. The main hall space interior fabric is further punctured
by five entranceways, most of which are not original, in location or material. The
main, double doorway entrance from the street is in its original location but greatly
altered and changed. As already explained, the introverted shape of the porch and
the new double paneled wooden doors are actually detrimental to the heritage value
of the space. The other main entranceway, a simple, flat paneled, hinged wooden
door comes in from the RSA entrance foyer and is also a new addition. Two other
doors are minor elements within the space. A plain solid wood paneled door
connects the main RSA clubroom / lounge with the back of the hall. This door is
patently unoriginal and a detrimental element in the north wall of the hall space. The
very wide, slim framed entrance to the hallway and toilet facilities at the back of the
hall in the south western corner does not possess a door. Its origins are dubious, its
location detrimental, while the materials and size make it most likely another recent
addition. In fact, the only original door in its original location is that in the
entranceway connecting the kitchen and supper room facility with the main hall
space. Originally an external door to the outside yard, this wooden, quarter paneled,
framed, ledged and braced door, with an original lock in the large paneled lock rail,
has a very worn threshold, a wonderful and remarkable original item that has not
been replaced in the buildings history. Another example of original building fabric is
the trace of the former porched entranceway that was located on the north side. The
framing of the doorway is evident between the two central, and now blocked
windows.

66

repl ac



Looking East: the interior of the main hall space. Note the triple window at the top,
vaulted ceiling clad in horizontal running boards and the intrusive double doored
entry way with symmetrical casement windows on either side. Truss chords span the
space above the netting. The door from the RSA lean to is on the northern side. One
of the remaining unblocked windows of the southern elevation is also visible.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

Looking West. The proscenium hangs from the vaulted ceiling, truss chords span the
space above the netting . At ground level, two doors, on either side enter the hallway
to the toilet block and kitchen and supper room facility respectively. The stage and
painted blocked windows are also visible .

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Bulk head, fluorescent lights applied directly to the paneled cladding and the
weatherboard cladding on the eastern side (left image). The same layout occurs on
the western side (right image).

Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The hips of the vaulted ceiling at the Western / back end of the main hall space. The
proscenium is reinforced with a wooden brace.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Two of the five fretwork ventilation roses penetrating the ceiling at even intervals along
the ceiling.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The steel chord truss tie
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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The bulk head intersection with the proscenium. A fluorescent light is secured to the
bulk head. The vertical, reeded, tongue and grove weatherboards of the proscenium
are finished in a horizontal moulding. Photo Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The Northern wall of the main hall space formerly looked out to the church. Today,
the windows are blocked with paintings while the fourth window has now been
extended to form a door into the RSA lean to. The slightly lighter coloured Dado
panel between the two paintings nearest, indicates the location of the former
porched door to the exterior. Photo: Burgess & Treep, February 2004

7C



The intrusive, double door of the main entry way into the main hall space, confrcted of
wood paneling and topped with exposed wooden rafters and panels.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The Northern wall door connecting the main hall with the RSA lean to entrance
foyer. This was formerly a window. The plain hardboard panel walls and Dado
paneled lower areas that are the predominant cladding of the interior are obvious.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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The Dado panels that clad almost the entire interior walls of the main hall space. The
slightly lighter Dado and paint discolouration above indicate the position of the
former porched door to the exterior.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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The main hall space Dado paneling and moulded skirting board finishing at the Kauri
board floor.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The floor of the main hall spai:e is almost a Collage of variously added flooring,
replaced or renovated during the history of the building.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Enrances and doaﬁmys have had substantial replacement and renewal of flooring
materials due to constant use and wear and tear.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

Installed and permanent, but not original furniture within the space include two
benches running the full length of the hall on both the Northern and Southern walls.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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A stage is located at Western / back end of the main hall space. It is not an original
feature.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

T inm
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The Honours Roll i a unique piece of RSA memorabilia and strong heritage value
hangs on the Southern wall of the main hall space.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Three paintings block three former windows to the exterior on the Northern wall of
the main hall space.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

Hall Interior Heritage Values

Overall Hall form 3
Ceiling Form 3
Ceiling vent roses 3
Tongued & grooved linings 3
Gable end reveal 3
Truss Chords (ceiling ties) 3
Proscenium panel 2
Netting Int.
Fluorescent light fittings Neg.
Original wall linings

Cornice plant Neg.
Overlay linings Neg.
Plywood dado Neg.
Bench seating Neg.
Stage 1
Projecting entryway Int.
Double hung windows 3
Tri-part high window 3
Blank windows 2
Interior doors Neg.
Bulkhead at cornice (Sth) Int.
Patched timber floor 2
Overall Hall Interior 3

76



The Lean To / RSA Coromandel Club Rooms

The RSA lean to is accessed via a slim door on the front facade, opening into a
small entrance hall. The entrance foyer has a dropped, flat ceiling, clad and battened
in a plain hardboard sheet material. There is a feature wall of clinker brick lining the
alcove on the right upon entry. The rest of the interior is lined in painted hard board
panels. A fire-hose reel is recessed into the wall of the entry foyer, penetrating the
wall of the original hall space. Worryingly, the reel is located behind a door opening
outwards, suggesting that access to the fire hose could be difficult in emergencies. A
heavy, solid, paneled door comes off the entrance foyer into the main hall space.

A long hallway connects the entrance foyer to the main room at the end of the
building. The dark, narrow and tall space is paneled in the usual hardboard. Coming
off this central hallway axis are the toilet facilities serving the clubrooms. Like the
rest of the structure, the toilet facility walls and ceiling are clad in hardboard panels
and battens throughout. There is prominent faux wood wainscoting lining the walls in
t he menoéest taor ea. No fittings, fixtures or
the bathrooms is best described as a warren. The spaces are awkward, abruptly
transferring from room to room. A female bathroom is entered shortly after entry into
the bathroom complex, and is composed of a sink facility and one toilet cubicle. The
main sink space is closed by a simple sliding door, while the cubicle made private by
a hinged door. The male toilet is even more convoluted, a space of no apparent logic
or considered planning. A narrow hallway leads to the sink, on the left a plain,
hinged door of the toilet cubicle and on the right an open urinal for one person
behind the wall and lacking a door. Also coming off the hallway is the kitchen / bar
facility. The area appeared clean and utilitarian but the space was locked and
access was denied. The facility was viewed through the elaborate and hand made
grilled servery hatch. A single window is located on the north side. The long hallway
finishes at the main club room / lounge of the RSA. The skillion roof of the
clubroom is lined in battened hardboard paneling. The walls are also lined in
battened hardboard. Displayed on the walls of the main club room are various
memorabilia, membership and honours boards. A single, long aluminium framed
window in a wooden frame is located on the North fagade. There are two doors, one
to the main hall space and one to the exterior. Both are plain, wooden doorways, not
part of the original structure. The door linking the interior space of the RSA lounge to
the main hall space adjoining was locked. The thin, insubstantial door, to the exterior
from the back of the lean to is failing due to the rot setting in around its frame on the
outside. Services on the interior include exposed bulbs, fluorescent lights (the
standard lighting throughout the lean to) and a ceiling fan. The servery window / wall
to the kitchen facility, is rendered with plaster and painted. The hand applied plaster
is swirled and trowelled in delicate, elaborate patterns over the entire surface,
including all moulding and battens.
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RSA Rooms Heritage Values

Entrance area 1
Fire hose reel Int.
Bathroom facilities Neg.
Hallway Neg.
Kitchen Neg.
Meeting room Neg.
Doors Neg.
Overall Heritage value of RSA Rooms Interior Neg.

The main Entrance door into the RSA lean to.
Burgess & Treep, 2004
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Fire Hose Reel Recessed into the wall. The faux-wooden wainscoting lining the
entrance foyer space.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The passage way through to the Womends toil
visible through the doorway. The plain, planted, hardboard panels line both interiors.
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Womends t oi lesinkareanahdethrough the dodr,lthe actual toilet. An
assistance bar along side the WC is visible although the spaces are too narrow for
disabled access.

Burgess and Treep, February 2004.

Interior view of the RSA lounge / club room. Various memorabilia hang on the walls,
exposed fluorescent lighting, fan and door to the back yard is visible. The entire
space is clad in battened hardboard paneling.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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Two doors in the RSA lounge / club room. The left door connects the space to the
main hall while the right one exits to the exterior and backyard. The latter is
damaged by rot due to damp conditions.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004

The Baroque swirling, hand trowel rendered plaster in the RSA lounge / clubroom
space.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004

81



Kitchen and Supper Room

This area was formerly a double class room for students attending the original St
Georgebs School . 't i s now tkhe backoktme hal.n d
The kitchen and dining area is located between the main hall space and a narrow,
tall hallway with a prominent highlight off which are entrances to concrete toilet
block. The ceiling and walls of the kitchen and supper room facility are lined with
plain, stop GIB board panels, while the floor is topped with a sheet vinyl flooring
material. A single window on the Northern wall framed in wood provides light into the
long space, which without electrical lighting would be gloomy even in mid day. The
kitchen facilities date from the early
obviously dated. The kitchen exit route to the outside it through a wooden, barn style
door with a single, upper pane of frosted and reinforced glass. A unique, handmade
locking mechanism is used to open or secure the door. The door exits onto a porch
with exposed rafters and covered with corrugated iron. An in-situ poured concrete
slab ground leads to the spacious yard out the back.

Kitchen and Supper Room He ritage Values

General finishes Neg.
Door to hall 2
Kitchen Neg.
Hand made door mechanism 1
Overall Heritage Value Neg
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The kitchen area of the kitchen and supper room facility that backs on to the main
hall space. Installed kitchen furniture and dated appliances are visible. The walls are
lined with plain gib board paneling.

Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004

The doorway to the exterior and back yard via the outside porch at the back of the
kitchen and supper room
Burgess & Treep Architects, February 2004
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The original doorway, originally an access to the back yard, now connects the main
hall space to the kitchen and supper room facility. The photo is taken from the hall
way side.

Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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The doorway connecting the main hall space with the kitchen and supper room
facility open, looking into the supper room space. The change in flooring cladding
from Kauri boards to vinyl sheeting is visible.

The original threshold between the kitchen and supper room facility and the main
hall space. It was, formerly, the threshold for the exterior doorway.
Burgess & Treep, February 2004
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